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INDONESIA 


DEVELOPMENT OF NU RECONCILIATION EFFORT REPORTED 
Conditions Must Be Met 
Jakarta MERDEKA in Indonesian 15 Feb 84 pp 1, ll 


[Text] Efforts to close the rift that has developed within the Nahdlatul 
Ulama (NU) between the followers of Dr K.H. Idham Chalid, the general chair- 
man of the [political council of the] NU executive board, who at one time 
resigned from this position, and the followers of K.H. Ali Maksum [aka Ali 
Ma'sum, Ali Ma'shum], who was appointed rois aam [general chairman of the 
canon law council of the NU executive board] at the NU National Congress in 
Kaliurang, are being carried out through government channels. 


An NU leader who supports Ali Maksum and who does not want to be identified 
told a MERDEKA reporter that both sides have agreed to the intercession of 
Minister of Religion Munawir Syadzali and Minister of Home Affairs Soepardjc 
Roestam, who will act in the capacity of advisors on domestic politics. 


Minister of Religion Munawir Syadzali has been involved in this matter for 
some time, both before and after the NU National Congress in Situbondo. Last 
week he summoned K.H. As'ad Syamsul Arifin [aka Asad Samsul Arifin] to explain 
the results of the Situbondo congress to President Suharto. 


The NU leader also said that to date there has been no meeting between the two 
sides and that Idham Chalid's side has not been summoned by the minister of 
religion or the minister of home affairs. Meanwhile, information has been re- 
ceived from a supporter of Idham Chalid that a meeting is to be held on Wednes- 
day afternoon [15 February] between Munawir Syadzali and Nuddin Lubis. Nuddin 
Lubis, a deputy speaker of Parliament, will represent Idham Chalid at the meeting. 


The meeting between the NU leader, who comes from North Sumatra, and Munawir 
Syadzali is being held in effort to effect a reconciliation between the dis- 

puting sides in the NU. The meeting is scheduled to be held in the office of 
the minister of religion at 1300 hours this Wednesday. No word has been re- 

ceived on who will accompany Nuddin Lubis to the meeting. 


Conditions 


According to statements made to MERDEKA by a supporter of Idkam Chalid, any 
reconciliation between the groups led by Idham Chalid and Ali Maksum must 
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be based on the complete and consistent acceptance of the Pancasila. This is 
the essential condition, the NU leader said. In addition, the forthcoming 
27th conference of the NU must be handled by a group that accepts the Panca- 
sila completely and consistently, and therefore the statement issued by the 
Cipete group of the NU, the group led by Idham Chalid, is nonnegotiable. 


The Situbondo group can participate in the forthcoming conference if they ac- 
cept these conditions. If they do not, there is no choice but to leave them 
out. 


When asked if these conditions would be put forward during the meeting be- 
tween [Nuddin Lubis] and the minister of religion, the NU leader did not re- 
ply. He only said that we will have to look at the results, and that it is 
clear that efforts are being made to reunite NU groups that have different 
viewpoints. 


Crisis Expected to End 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian i7 Feb 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] H. Mahbub Djunaedi [aka Mahbub Djunaidi], the chairman of the NU exec- 
utive board, says that the crisis in the NU is expected to end soon, namely, 
when the conference scheduled for the middle of this year is held. He said 
that signs that the crisis will end are already apparent, and that one of 
these signs was the meeting between Kyai [Master] As‘ad Syamsul Arifin and 
President Suharto. 


The kyai, who is from Asem Bagus in East Java, met with the chief of state on 
7 February to describe the results of the NU National Congress in Situbondo. 
He was escorted to the meeting by Minister of Religion Munawir Syadzali. 


According to Mahbub, after the meeting Kyai As'ad said that the president had 
received his explanation of the results of the congress with a feeling of re- 
lief, and that the president had recommended that the members of the NU set- 
tle their differences. 


Mahbub said that with this response from the chief of state, the negative at- 
mosphere that has long enveloped th NU has been automatically eliminated. Mahbub 
was interviewed by a SINAR HARAPAN reporter on Thursday afternoon [16 Febru- 
ary] in Bandung. 


Mahbub added that the meeting between Kyai As‘ad and the president created 
good prospects for further steps by the NU, and that it was high time that 
harmony was re-established within the NU. "NU members are tired and fed up 
with watching a dispute that has been going on in the ranks of the NU leaders 
for more than a year," he said. 


Regarding the use of the words "settle their differences" by the chief of 
state, Mahbub said that this term was "more appropriate than the terms 'recon- 
ciliation' or ‘mediation'." 

















He said that the use of the latter terms was not wholly correct because there 
had never been a split or separation within the NU. Idham Chalid did issue 

a statement that he was resigning, but he subsequently withdrew the statement 
himself. 


Composite Committee 


The committee that will make the preparations for the forthcoming conference 
will be a composite committee, that is, it will be composed of Idham Chalid's 
people and of the members of the committee that was formed by the NU National 
Congress inSitubondo. The conference probably will be held in July of this 
year. 


Mahbub said that tne NU's articles of association will be amended at ‘she con- 
fercnce to recognize the Pancasila as the sole foundation of the organization, 
and that a new executive board will be elected. He said that he hoped that 
members of the older generation and the younger generation would sit on the 
new executive board, and also that a person with the title of kyai would be 
elected general chairman (head of the political council) because the objective 
conditions within the NU require that such a person hold this position. He 
also said that he hoped that the position of general chairman would be filled 
by "a person who has authority and the ability to lead the NU into the future." 


Mahbub said that he felt that Ahmad Sidik [aka Achmad Siddiq] of East Java, 
Imron Rosadi [aka Imron Rosyadi] and Syaefuddin Djuchri would be suitable for 
the position of general chairman, and that it would be best if Idham Chalid 
was assigned to the canon law council, which is headed by Kyai Ali Maksum. 


He also said that he hoped the young NU leaders would sit on the executive 
board as equals. 


Regarding Kyai As'ad Syamsul Arifin, who has long been regarded as the most 
authoritative leader in the ranks of the NU, Mahbub said that he should be 
assigned to a position in the formal leadership of the NU. Kyai As'‘ad, who 
is a member of the same generation as K.H. Hasyim Ashari [aka As‘ari], has 
never held any position in the NU, "however, he clearly is the most charis- 
matic figure in the NU at the present time," Mahbub said. 


Mahbub said that he was recommending that Kyai As‘ad be appointed rois akbar 
[supreme chairman] in the new executive structure of the NU. This is the 
highest position in the NU, and is above the canon law council. There was 4 
rois akbar in 1926, but the position has remained vacant since then because 
no one has been qualified to fill it. 


Mahbub also appealed to the contending sides to heed the president's admoni- 
tion that they practice self-restraint. 








Acceptance of Pancasila 


Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 20 Feb 84 pp 1, 12 


[Text] NU supporters of Idham Chalid in Parliament say that a reconciliation 
between the disputing groups in the NU cannot be used to cover up the problem 
of the acceptance of the Pancasila. Instead, any reconciliation must be based 
of the complete and consistent acceptance of the Pancasila. 


The members of Parliament, who did not want to be identified by name, spoke 
with reporters on Saturday afternoon {18 February] about the desire for a rec- 
onciliation within the NU. 


These supporters of Idham Chalid said that reconciliation was an easy matter 
and could be handled at a conference. 

"We are prepared to do this," one said, but affirmed that acceptance of the 
of the Pancasila must be part of the reconciliation. 


When reporters noted that Mahbub Djunaedi, a leader of the political council 
of the NU executive board, had suggested that when the forthcoming NU confer- 
ence elects a new executive board Ahmad Sidik might be considered for the 
post of general chairman and K.H. As'ad Syarsul Arifin might be appointed 
rois akbar and K.H. Ali Maksum rois aam, these supporters of Idham Chalid, 
who are also members of the NU executive board, said that this is net the way 
things are done. 





"There must be no attempt to violate the sovereignty of the conference. The 
NU is 58 years old, which is to say that it has reached maturity, and the des- 
ignation of its leaders will be left to the conference," one said. 


He said that while he had great respect for K.H. As'ad, it was difficult to 
approve of the title of rois akbar being given to anyone "because this would 
detract from the prestige of the founder of the NU, K.H. Hasyim Ashari." 


He said that while there were NU members who had held the position of rois 
aam, no one had ever held the position of rois akbar. "The founder of the NU, 
K.H. Hasyim Ashari, never held the post of rois akbar," he added. 


He also said that the late K.H. Hasyim Ashari was held in the highest regard 
by the NU “and so it would be difficult to accept a title higher than rois 
aam. There is no need for a position higher than that.” 


Qualifications 


These supporters of Idham Chalid feel that it would be best for the conference 
to have full responsibility for filling executive positions in the NU. They 
said that “the important thing is that the qualifications of persons who would 
be NU leaders must be taken into consideration." 








They said that the first qualification required of a person who would become 
an NU leader is that the person must never feel that the present government 
is an oppressive government. 


The second qualification, they said, is that potential leaders must really 
approve of the use of the title "Father of Development" for President Suharto. 
This qualification is connected with the resolution approved by the First Na- 
tional Congress of Ulamas at Kaliurang in 1981. 


And they said that the third qualification was that pctential leaders of the 
NU must be people who accept the Pancasila completely and consistently. Con- 
sequently, these people must have taken the course on the practice and appli- 
cation of the principles of the Pancasila. 


Dispute Over Chalid's Resignation 
Jakarta TEMPO in Indonesian 13 Feb 84 p 12 


[Text] The guest received by "resident Suharto at his residence on Jalan 
Cendana in Central Jakarta on Thursday night of last week was not attired in 
the usual way. He was wearing sandals and a white skullcap and turban, pa- 
jama jacket and sarong. The guest, received cordially by the president, was 
Kyai As‘ad Syamsul Arifin, the head of the Salafiyah Syafiiyah School in 
Sukorejo, Asembagus, Situbondo, East Java. 


Kyai As'ad, 86, holds no position in the executive structure of the NU, yet 
there can be no doubt that he wields more authority than any other senior 
ulama in the NU at this time. And his authority was further strengthened when 
he successfully hosted the national congress of NU ulamas in December of last 
year. 

, 
Kyai As‘ad, accompanied by Minister of Religion Munawir Svadzali, went to 
Jalav Cendana that night to report to the president on the results achieved 
by the national congress of ulamas in Situbondo. K.H. Masjkur, repeating what 
Kyai As‘ad told the president, said that Kyai As'ad said in Indonesian that 
"the decisions of the Situbondo congress will be carried forward and imple- 
mented in the coming NU conference." According to Masjkur, As‘ad also told 
the chief of stete that "the two sides will participate in the conference 
committee," referring to the Ali Maksum camp and the Idham Chalid camp. 


Masjkur said that the meeting between Kyai As'‘ad and President Suharto is a 
clear indication that the crisis in the NU soon will be settled. "The integ- 
rity of the NU soon will be manifested," the former deputy speaker of Parlia- 
ment said. 


But will it? Reports of an early reconciliation have become more em- 
phatic in the past few weeks. And 2 weeks ago Rois Aam Ali Maksum indicated 
that the NU will soon be reunified by saying that “the NU is now in the process 
of unification." 








How far has the unification process gone? After meeting with the president, 
Kyai As‘ad called his ow meeting at the residence of Imron Rosadi. Those 
present included Kyai Masjkur, Ahmad Sidik, Abdurrahman Wahid, Mahbub Djunaedi, 
Anwar Nurris Syahrawi Musa, Zamroni, Saiful Mudjab and Said Budairi, and the 
discussion reportedly centered on the implementation of the decisions of the 
Situbondo congress. 


When Kyai As‘ad was contacted by a TEMPO reporter 2 weeks ago while visiting 
Surabaya, he designated a confidante, Syahrawi Musa, to speak forhim. Syahrawi 
said that the possibility of a reconciliation was increasing, “but that it 
will not take the form of an armistice, of a truce between two sides." He 
said that Kyai As's4 does not feel there is a split in the NU. “The kyai has 
always felt that the NU is united, and that it is led by ulamas. Consequent- 
ly, he does not feel a mediator is needed for this reconciliation,’ he said. 
Then, how will it be accomplished? Syahrawi declined to comment. 


This may be why Minister of Religion Munawir has received no response to his 
offer to help settle the problem in the NU. “We offered to participate in 
discussions tu settle the matter, but to date there has been no response,” 
Munawir said on Monday last [13 February]. He said the offer was made because 
the NU is considered to have a greater potential that any other mass organiza- 
tion of Muslims. "Therefore, the government wants the NU reunified. If the 
split continues it will cause concern about national resilience and reduce the 
participation of the Muslim community in development activities," he said. 


So how is the reunification of the NU to be achieved? A conference? There 
are already two conference committees. One represents the Idham Chalid camp 
and is headed by Chalid Mawardi; it has scheduled a conference for April. 

But there is also a conference preparatory team that has been set up by a 
group of ulamas and is being coordinated by Kyai Masjkur and Imron Rosadi; it 
is planning to hold a conference in July 1984. 


But apparently the government is not going to issue a conference permit to 
either group. “The NU conference can be held only if the two sides reconcile 
first,” Minister Munawir said. 


Idham Chalid's group has stated that several conditions must be met if the 
reunification process is to take place. Among other things, the decisions of 
the Semarang conference of 1979 must be respected and the articles of associa- 
tion and bylaws of whe NU must be upheld, whatever the consequences. ‘These 
conditions cannot be negotiated. If they don't want to go along, then there 
is no reconciliation,” said Chalid Mawardi, the spokesman for Idham's group. 


Chalid apparently meant that the resolution passed by the Semarang conference 
in 1979 appointing Idham Chalid general chairman of the political council of 
the NU executive board must be respected, and that Idham Chalid's resignation 
in 1982 is not valid because it was not carried out in accordance with the 
procedures established in the NU's articles of association and bylaws. Or, 
as it was put by Imam Sofwan, the deputy chairman of the NU executive board, 
"if there is to be a meeting of the minds, the situation that existed before 
this difference of opinion occurred mist be restored." 











If these are essential conditions then it would appear that the ulamas cannot 
possibly accept them, for they are determined that Idham Chalid's resignation 
is valid. 


So, how are the two camps to be reconciled? One of TEMPO's sources says that 
a possible plan for ending the split has been devised. According to this 

plan, the two sides would agree that Idham Chalid ~ 1d be given the oppor- 
tunity to officially and honorably resign at the co «rence, and then nothing 
more would be said about his earlier resignation and withdrawal of that resig- 
nation in 1982. And as regards the conference committees, it is said that the 
two sides, and especially their younger members, are now engaged in an approach 
to this problem. Reportedly, this is connected with the plan to introduce 
young blood into the NU executive structure. And as for the results, it would 
be best to wait and see. 
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INDCNES I 


SWEDEN SLOWLY INCREASING TRADE WITH COUNTRY 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 5, 6 Mar 84 
[5 Mar 84 p 9] 

Atlas Copco Establishes Subsidiary 


[Article by Goran Leijonhufvud: "Indonesia a Dream Land for the Swedish 
Industry" ] 


[Text] "Bloody murder, I refuse! To send me to Jakarta is bloody murder!" 


Peter Henricsson is telling about his first reaction when Atlas Copco wanted 
to send him to Indonesia for a year. 


"I had just seen the movie ‘Focal Point Jakarta’ which very much degrades 
Indonesia." 


The movie is about an Australian journalist and the mass murders in 
Indonesia in 1965. By the way it is forbidden here." 


"And my friends said that Jakarta, that will mean one year of stomach 
sickness and malaria. But the picture that we have of Indonesia is 


completely wrong. It is not at all the way I feared." 


After a year of helping build up Atlas Copco in Jakarta, Peter Henricsson 
Says; 


"This is one of the rare places with some pioneer spirit." 
A Dream Land 


And he sees great possibilities here for Sweden. 


"It is simply a dream land. People are simply screaming for Swedish pro- 
ducts, because they do not want to deal too much with the Japanese or the 
Americans. And the Japanese piver surprisingly poor service here. But 
Europe has a good reputation." 














Peter Henricssor and his optimism may represent the belief in Indonesia 
that has emerged. After the troubled 1960's “eneral Suharto's military 
regime has created a stable climate that promotes enterprises. 


Swedish trade and industry is moving its positions ahead here. Ten of our 
most common export giants have placed their own people in Jakarta, most of 
them during the last 2 years. “Wore are moving their Indonesian activities 
from Singapore directly to Jakarta. This might mean that the Swedish 
colony will soon double in size. 


It is a market of 160 million people, a country with the 5th largest 
population in the world. Indonesia is rich in oil, minerals and other raw 
materials, that are beginning to get used. The growth was & percent per 
year in 1977-81. The country belongs to the countries of average income 
among the underdeveloped countries. 

"We were forced to do something,” says Peter Henricsson. "We used to have 
an agent here. But an agent is never able to provide the same service. We 
are expensive and now we are building our sales on the fact that the 
customers are expecting better service after the purchase.” 


As a Subsidiary 


Over a year ago Atlas Copco started a company here: Atlasco Sakti. It is 
owned entirely by tvo Indonesians, such are the rules. 


"But in practice it works exactly like Atlas Copco's other subsidiaries 
abroad. We bring in management, prodcts and training. I am paid from home 
and my job is to teach the guys here our products and to give them training 
in sales." 


Atlasco is selling air-powered tools, drilling equipment and compressors 
for industry and the mines. The market share for the mines (mainly open pit 
mining) is 5-10 percent. 


"We should be able to reach 20 percent within 2 years. We are expanding 
very fast. I believe that the company is going to make money already this 
year. We had not counted on that." 

There was a backlash when the Indonesian government put tlhe large power 
plant project “‘rica on ice. Asea and Skanska Cement are participatinp here 
on a large scale and Atlas Copco, among others, is delivering equipment. 


"Our stuff is now deteriorating in the jungle," aays Peter Henricsson. 


The project was put on ice when money was running out in the public treasury 
after the oil prices had been lowered. 


"Did you get burnt by Mrica?" 


"Well, The large projects are not going to continue on such a large scale. 
But they will for example still have to have cement worls here. The large 

















projects are on ice, but we ars based on selling for lialf a million here and 
half a million there. 


"We are actually grateful that they pulled down the large projects since 
our competitors have backed out, We have invested very hard in staying 
here and we notice that the customers appreciate it." 


Now it seems as if ‘rica is going to receive a new clear signal in any case. 
"Rubber time" 
"What are the problems involved in the daily work?" 


"It is very hard work, that is a large part of why it is fun,' 
who calls himself "a peddler to the finger tips." 


says Peter, 


"There is something here that is called "jam karet"--rubber time. Today 
might mean next week. Agreed-upon meetings are held only once in a while. 
The mail and telephone function so so. The traffic is terrible, the roads 
are bad." 


One difficulty that is common with many underdeveloped countries is to find 
qualified people at a mid-level, middle-management. Besides close to 85 
percent of the children attend comprehensive schoo! . 


Bribes are common. What do you then do as an honest Swede? 


"You just have to accept it, it is a part of the culture. But you can of 
course say that 'that is something that we do not deal with’ and let some- 
one else do the selling." 


The distances are a problem. Indonesia is a country of 30,000 islands and 
the roads are bad as was mentioned earlier. 


"It might take two days for a service man to replace fuses in a compressor. 
We are going to open two department offices, but we must not spread out too 
much either. It is a common mistake that Swedish companies make when they 
come to a new country, that they try to bite off too big a piece of the 
cake." 


Peter Henricsson describes the temptation involved in this kind of foreign 
commission (especially since he has found the pictures from "Focal Point 
Jakarta" misleading and that "people are open and friendly." 


"There is some cowboy atmosphere. I have to honk and drive and make fast 
decisions. It is not like in Stockholm where there are 15 managers." 


He came for a year. 


"It seems to turn into six, no maybe two years, seriously spoken. I am 3] 
years old and I am also beginning to become old enough to get married. 
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[6 Mar 84 p 9] 
Swedish Colony Crowing 


[Article by Goran Jeijonhufvud: "Indonesia Throws Qut the Bicycle Taxi: 
Tough Policies Favor Swedish Big Industrwv"] 


[Text] Indonesia is now literally throwing away its famous bicycle taxis, 
the becalks. The 7 million city Jakarta is investinc in public transporta- 
tion and is buying double decker buses from Volvo, assembled here from 
parts that are shipped from Scotland. 


It is an example of how the Indonesian military regime sometimes is trying 
to force a development. The SBecalks have to be eliminated because they are 
oldfashioned and they are in the way of the motor vehicles. It does not 
matter that they right now are providing a valuable service for ordinary 
people and create iobs. 


The poor drivers are chased like rabid dogs and their simple vehicles are 
confiscated and dumped into the sea. The leaders of the city are photo- 
graphed with worried expressions in front of the pile of confiscated bicycle 
carriages. 


But the example shows also that this country can become a big market for 
Swedish companies. 


Volvo has been here since 1975. The road to the factory leads past scruffy 
quarters toward the harbor. Goats are grazing alone the canals that the 
Dutchmen built during the colonial times. A stench of urine hits the 
visitor with repular intervals, while the tax‘! driver maneuvers between the 
puddles on the road. 


It is an assembly factory that makes 100 buses and 300 nassenper cars (the 
240 series) per year. In between it spits out Japanese Natsuns when there 
is available capacity. 


"Indonesia demands that all cars he assembled here and that batteries, 
oil, tires and finish be Indonesian," tells Ingvar Gulbrandsen, technical 
supervisor and one of the two Swedish people at the factory. 


Volvo is here owned entirely by an Indonesian partner. lo entirely foreign 
owned companies are allowed. But joint ventures are possible within 
manufacturing. 


"We have very good vorlers. We pay more than current market wages and most 
people have been here for several years and they know their things," says 


Culbrandsen. 


The true veteran is L “’ Ericsson which has been here for 77 years. Alfa 
Laval has also been in Jakarta for a long time. The company manufactures, 
among other things, stainless steel vessels. 
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The Swedish colony is nov beginning to grow. Fleven companies have 
offices in Jakarta, but that figure might soon become twvice as big. 


"There is a tendency to get established here. It is a market with great 
possibilities, but it requires that you reailw are familiar with the 
conditions,” says Punar Edholm, commercial arsellor at the embassy in 
Jakarta. 


Personal contacts are important, the bureancracy has to be enforced, there 
are often expectations about “butter money" in order for a paper to move,” 
Swedish people here tell. 


“There is also a mentality that does not alwavs lead to direct paths of 
decisions and clear lines,” says Runo Wessen, in charge of Asia at the 
Export Council. 


If a Javanese person says yes, he means maybe, is the saying. And if he 
says no he is no Javanese. 


"We have been lying low in Indonesia. For political reasons we have teen 
somewhat restrictive," syys Runo Wessen. 


"But now we are going to hang in here. Even though there were bad news with 
the cuts that the government made here last year, it was almost a sign 

of health that they reacted with the export proceeds (from the oil) 
decreased. 


Wessen as visited Jakarta in order to prepare a Swedish technical week that 
will be held in the fall simultaneously in Jakarta, Singapore and Kuala 
Lumpur--a part of the Export Council's three-year special investment in 
South East Asia. 


Economy Improving 


Runar Edholm believes that the Indonesian economy is on its way up again. 
And he is pointing to why Indonesia is so interesting. 


"The population is the fifth largest in the world. At the same time the 
natural resources are the third largest in the world according to some 
experts. And the resources are of a type that is suitable for Sweden. 


The resources are extensive findings of coal, oil and minerals. Some of 
them have not vet been mapped out yet. The forest areas are vast and there 
are large possibilities to expand water power. 


The expansion of electric power continues to be a priority in the five-vear- 
plan that will begin to be applied in April. 


Asea has in 5 years received orders worth 150 million U.S. dollars, above 
all within the transmission area. Asea is also a party in a record size 
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contract for the water power plant Frica. The project was put on ice when 
the incomes from oil decreased. The negotiators had to start over. 


Hard Investing 


“Whatever happens to l‘rica, this is a very important and large market. We 
have invested ambitiously in Indonesia in the past 6-7 years," says Nils 
Arthur, Asea‘'s representative in charge of the Indonesian company that has 
been formed for Asea, Scanteknik Elektro Indonesia. 


He tells that Asea is planning to start a production or at least tc open a 
service workshop. 


"A strict demand is developing here that the domestic buvers shall buy 
products that are made in Indonesia." 


In order to be able to compete on equal conditions with the competitors 

Nils Arthur wants that Sweden be able to grant aid credits. Pight now 
Indonesia is not one of the countries that receive Swedish aid--conservative 
military regimes usually do not. 


A couple of large deals went to the competitors because they were able to 
soften up the loans with aid credits, according to Nils Artliur. 


Other Swedish companies here are Sandvik, Skanska, Sweco, Tetrapak, Akerlund 
& Rausing and Electrolux. Electrolux has by means of old honest door 
knocking methods reached a 65 percent market share for the vacuum cleaners 
in 7 years. 


Trade with Indonesia: 
Swedish Export 


Jan-Sep 1983: 556 million kronor 
Jan-Sep 1982: 408 million kronor 


Swedish Import 


Jan-Sept 1983: 125 million kronor 
Jan-Sept 1982: 110 million kronor 


The export to Indonesia is 0.4 percent of our total export. The big 
consignments are machines, paper, pulp and ore (pellets from LKAB). The 
import consists of clothes, forage and coffee. 


9662 
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INDONESIA 


IMPROVEMENT IN POSITION OF NATIONAL PRIVATE BANKS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 16 Feb 84 pp l, 9 


[Text] There has been a rapid increase in the status of national private 
banks in Indonesia during the last 5 years. The balance sheets of these 
banks showed a cumulative total of 477 billion rupiah at the end of 1978 and 
of 2,916 billion rupiah at the end of November 1983, an increase of 2,439 
billion rupiah. And the participation of national private banks in all bank- 
ing activities carried out in Indonesia has risen from 8.5 percent to 12.4 
percent. 


Maryanto Danoesapoetra, SH, a director of Bank Indonesia, commented on the 
change in the status of national private banks at the opening and dedication 
of the Ujungpandang branch of Bank Duta Ekonomi on 15 February. He said that 
during the same period (1978-1983) public deposits in giro, time deposit and 
savings accounts at private banks increased by 1,715 billion rupiah, from 274 
billion rupiah to 1,989 billion rupiah. 


In the area of fund withdrawals, withdrawals from private banks accounted for 
9.1 percent of all withdrawals in 1978 and 16.1 percent in 1983. Loans is- 
sued by private banks rose from 300 billion rupiah to 1,724 billion rupiah, 
an increase of 1,424 billion rupiah. 


Maryanto cautioned that internal supervision should be upgraded since banks, 
in applying the policy of 1 June 1983, are intensifying their efforts to at- 
tract funds from the public. He said that at the present time, banks are de- 
voting their attention and efforts to finding customers who will deposit 
funds with them. This will have the effect of increasing the number of cus- 
tomers and also the amount of administrative work and number of financial 
documents that will have to be handled in connection with the transactions 
of customers. 


Experience has shown that as the amount of paper handled by banks increases, 
the effectiveness of their internal supervision decreases. And sometimes the 
bank or the customer suffers a loss as a result of dishonest practices, which 
may be either external or internal. 
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INDONESIA 


PDI SUPPORTS FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN 
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 15 Feb 84 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The central executive council of the Indonesian Democratic Party 
(PDI) supports Minister of Manpower Sudomo's program and policy of sending 
female domestics abroad on the grounds that it brings foreign exchange into 
the country and makes the women more self-sufficient and less dependent on 
their husbands. 


Minister Sudomo mentioned this point in summing up the results of his meeting 
with the PDI central Executive council. The PDI group was led by Prof Dr 
Sunawar Sukowati and PDI Secretary General Sabam Sirait, and the meeting was 
held in the minister's office in Jakarta on Tuesday morning [14 February]. 


The minister said that by sending these workers abroad, the government re- 
ceives foreign exchange that it uses to continue the development of the state. 


Reports have appeared in the mass media that some persons are opposed to send- 
ing female domestics to other countries. These reports quote statements is- 
sued by Perwanas (National Women's Movement) and by Karmani, SH, the head of 
the Central Java regional executive council of the United Development Party 
[PPP]. 


New Aspects 


Sudomo said that the sending of female workers to foreign countries has new 
aspects, that it is indicative of their independence and their efforts to be- 
come self-sufficient. 


Women make up 30 percent of the labor force, and becoming self-sufficient 
could [not?] result in a lowering of the standards or dignity of working 
women. 


In response to a question from a reporter, Sudomo said that in addition to 
the female domestics who have been sent abroad, there also have been requests 
for 50 female secretaries. No secretaries have been sent abroad yet because 
there is a large demand for them in Indonesia, he said, 
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INDONESTA 


LABOR FEDERATION OFFICIAL ON LABOR SITUATION IN EAST JAVA 
Surabaya SURABAYA POST in Indonesian 28 Dec 83 p 2 


[Text] Surabaya--The incidence of strikes and lockouts declined sharply in 
1983. Labor conditions during the year may be characterized as peaceful, 
although spontaneous expressions of feeling were to be found. 


The most prominent aspects were cases of unilateral PHK [termination of 
employment], including large-scale terminations by companies affected by 
government regulations. An example was PT [limited company] Alim Agung, which 
is located on the foreshore of the Brantas River. 


Jaumid Soegianto, chairman of the East Java DPD [regional executive council] 
of the FBSI [All-Indonesia Labor Federation], observed that the majority of 
workers involved in PHK cases were SBLP [expansion unknown] people, who always 
try to form labor organizations within companies. These made up 90 percent of 
the 768 cases, whereas the remaining 10 percent dealt with wage increases, 
overtime, bonuses and job-related accidents. 


The PHK cases that reached the East Java Regional Committee for the Resolution 
of Labor Disputes, or P4D, were “ironic.” Only 5O percent of the 768 cases 
were actually discussed, and only 40 percent reached the hands of the 
employees. This means that the East Java P4D has a backlog of 50 cases for 
next year, not counting additional new cases. 


According to Simatupang, a member of the East Java P4D, sessions are 
frequently delayed by absent members. Such delays deprive the unfortunate 
workers. Absentees are most frequently the representatives of the Departments 
of Industry, Agriculture, Trade, and Communications. The most active members 
are representatives of business, labor and DEPNAKER [Department of Manpower}. 
The latter, of course, is the chairman of the council, he said. 


He commented that most cases could be completed quickly if all the 
organizational representatives were faithful. 


If a case is not settled, it remains up in the air while the employee waits, 
sometimes for as long as 3 months. Such workers need new sources of income 
and expect subsistence payments while waiting for the outcome. 
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One solution would be to hold circuit sessions by having the P4D visit 
localities at least four times a month. 


Quite Enough 


Drs (medicine) Ismoe Handoko, of East Java FBSI DPD research and development, 
said that the awareness of workers was quite high in 1983. New SBLP units 
grew quickly, and, in fact, there is one in nearly every large company. 
Jaumid Soegianto added that he is aware that many businessmen are “allergic” 
to the presence of the SBLP in their companies. 


In the East Java FBSI itself in 1983 there were controversies and crises that 
were not settled until Agoes Sudono, chairman of the FBSI DPP [central 
executive council], came personally to Surabaya. For example, there was the 
case of a bottling company that originally was affiliated with the SBMM [Food 
and Drink Labor Union], but some employees wanted to join the NIBA | expansion 
unknown]. The case is still in the hands of the DPP. 


Soesono, secretary of the East Java FBSI DPD, said that the mechanism for 
mediating between labor organizations is very complex. The assignments of 
duties and responsibilities by the SBLP and the FBSI DPD are different. Steps 
have been taken to avoid controversies, such as through developing consensus. 


In kast Java, there are 181 SBLP PD's [regional directors], 31 FBSI DPC'S 
[branch executive councils], and 46 FBSI PC's [branch directors]. These 
totals show increases over 1982 figures. 


Soesono acknowledged that PD and PC directors formerly were appointed on the 
basis of evaluations by superiors, i.e., the FBSI DPD. Since the beginning of 
1983, however, the selection of directors has been done democratically by 
allowing existing units to select their own. This has been possible because 
many SBLP members have received labor education. 


Ismoe said that the FBSI is too "poor" to record accurately the total number 
of members. A census in a single area would cost from 750,000 to | million 
rupiahs. Data is now based only on reports from PD's, PC's and DPC's. 
Records show a total of 397,000 workers in East Java, not counting those 
outside of SBLP units. 


wages 


In accordance with a 1982 directive of the minister of manpower, minimum wages 
are between 400 and 600 rupiahs [per day]. This minimum wage is inappropriate 
under current economic conditions and should be reviewed, There are many 
regional workers who receive a minimum wage of 200 rupiahs per day. In order 
to ensure the welfare of workers, the East Java Wage Council is restudying the 
basic minimum wage. Because of the minimum wage of 200 rupiahs per day, many 
workers in East Java live below the poverty line. 
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As another way to improve workers’ incomes, 88 Indonesian Primary Labor 
Cooperatives, or PRIMKOBIN’s, are being formed in East Java, in conformity 
with a 1981 directive by the governor of East Java. 


In addition, the use of joint work agreements, or PKB's, is being expanded in 
order to prevent disturbances. There are now 500 PKB's in effect. Since 
there are 16,000 companies in East Java, the PKB target has not been reached, 
and further progress is needed in 1984, 





Visit by Manpower Minister 


Three visits by Minister of Manpower Sudomo in 1 year represents a new 
situation. The minister has repeatedly emphasized the welfare of workers, by 
such means as construction of employee housing, abolition of casual and 
contract workers and appointment of such workers to permanent status. 


For that reason, Jaumid Soegianto declared that the prospects are quite bright 
for manpower and labor in East Java in 1984. He also hopes that industries 
that have now become large will expand their investment capital in order to 
absorb manpower. 


Soetidjab, KAKANWIL [chief of regional office] of DEPNAKER for East Java, said 
that the total work force in East Java in 1983 was 12,082,068 persons, an 
increase of 1,041,978 over 1982. 


This work force total is divided into those of working age, those outside of 
working age, those actually working, and those who have not yet found jobs. 


Those who had jobs in 1983 totaled 11,862,475, which means that there are 
189,593 people still looking for work and who may be called unemployed. 


Only 120,354 of the unemployed have registered at labor exchanges since 
January 1983, and only 31,257 received jobs. 


Most, or 71.54 percent, of those who registered at labor exchanges were SMTA 
[technical senior middle school] graduates. SMTP [technical junior middle 
school] graduates made up 15.06 percent, SD [elementary school] graduates 
10.36 percent, bachelor's degree 1.65 percent, and master's degree 1.39 
percent. Most of those seeking work are SD and SMTP graduates (189,593 
persons), but, for an undetermined reason, they usually are reluctant to 
register at work exchanges. 


He added that that since the beginning of 1983 there have been 40,486 jobs 
listed at labor exchanges. There are many jobs in which no interest has been 
shown or which have received no applicants who met requirements. 


“Not every person who registers fits requirements set by companies," asserted 
the KAKANWIL staff chief. 


An expansion of the work force is expected in 1984. A work force of 
12,262,118 is projected for the beginning of PELITA [5-year development plan] 
IV, of which 12,069,699 will need [as published] work and 192,419 will look 
for jobs, according to the KAKANWIL DEPNAKER for East Java. 
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INDONESIA 


SOME STATE ENTERPRISES SUFFER BUSINESS LOSSES 
Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 15 Feb 84 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Minister of Communications Rusmin Nuryadin has stated that 6 of the 
26 BUMNs [state-owned business enterprises] supervised by the Department of 
Communications experienced losses totalling some 0.6 trillion rupiah during 
3 consecutive years of Pelita III [Third 5-Year Plan]. The 20 other BUMNs 
recorded profits of 81 billion rupiah of which some 59.6 billion rupiah was 
deposited with the government. 


The six BUMNs that suffered losses were PT Pelni, the State Railway Company 
(which incurred losses of some 30.6 billion rupiah), the Jakarta Transit Sys- 
tem, PT Jakarta Lloyd and two others that were not named. 


Minister Rusmin made the statement during a working meeting with commission 
V of Parliament in response to a question from a commission member. The 
meeting was held on Tuesday [14 February] and was chaired by H. Andi Patarai. 


The profits of the BUMNs that are received by the government will be rein- 
vested in the development of these companies. 


During Pelita III the revenues received by the BUMNs supervised by the De- 
partment of Communications totalled more than 3.4 trillion rupiah and their 
expenditures more than 4 trillion rupiah. 


In his question the member of commission V quoted data pertaining to the BUMNs 
that was supplied by the government at Parliament's general review. According 
to these data, government assets in the BUMNs totalled 2,047 billion rupiah 
during Pelita III but BUMN profits deposited with the government came to only 
557.6 billion rupiah. 


Minister Rusmin explained that the Department of Communications supervises 26 
enterprises that already have BUMN status and one other enterprise, the ASDP 
[expansion unknown] project, that is in the process of being given BUMN status. 
Nine of the BUMNs, the port BUMNs, are being converted into public corpora- 
tions, that is, they are being converted into four port corporations and one 
dredging corporation. But in their old status, there were a total of six BUMNs 
that experienced losses. 
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INDONESIA 


SUGAR MILLS TO MANAGE SUGARCANE INTENSIFICATION PROGRAM 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 30 Dec 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS--Sugar mills are to be fully responsible for the TRI 
[smallholder sugarcane intensification] program. They will not have to 
perform this duty alone, however, but will manage and coordinate the work of 
all the agencies involved in the TRI program. 


Engr Hasjrul Harahap, vice minister for improved production of perennial 
crops, stated this to the press on Thursday [29 December] following the 
presentation of the First Class Satyalencana Merit Award to Prof Dr Engr 
Thoyib Hadiwijaya at the Department of Agriculture. 


Minister Hasjrul said that many parties have wanted to run the TRI program. 
For example, both KUD's [village-unit cooperatives] and private groups have 
taken part in procuring seedlings, with the result that seedling distribution 
has not gone smoothly and quality has not been assured. 


Beginning with the 1984-1985 planting season, sugar mills will be responsibie 
for seedlings, including procurement, stocking and distribution of top variety 
sugarcane seedlings as well as establishment of seedling farms. Local 
governments will help in finding land for seedling farms. Land rents will be 
raised from previous levels to make it easier to obtain land. 


There are many other aspects that are not easy to handle, but the production 
of sugar, which involves land procurement, seedling supplies, credit, the 
transport of cane to mills, and processing, must follow a schedule. The sugar 
mill administrator, as chairman of the Sugar Production Consultative Forum, or 
FMPG, must deal with preparation of land, planting schedules, cutting, 
transportation, processing, marketing and yield levels. 


Everyone to Benefit 


Minister Hasjrul feels that everyone will benefit if the production of sugar 
under the TRI program is increased. For the farmer, improved productivity 
(product*on per hectare) will clearly add to income. For the sugar mill, the 
processing of high-yield cane will be more profitable, since production will 
be greater while production costs remain constant. For the country, if sugar 
production rises fast enough, imports will no longer be needed. 
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It is clear from this picture that sugar mills should be responsible for the 

success of the TRI program. The technical guidance (technology transfer) and 
planning the mills must provide to farmers will not be a complete loss to the 
mills since the mills will profit from increased production of cane and sugar. 


Minister Hasjrul acknowledged that achieving these goals will not be easy. 
All agencies active in handling the TRI program must work together to ensure 
there will be no delay in the availability of BRI [Bank Rakyat Indonesia] 
credit, the preparation of land by farmers, or the milling of cane by sugar 
mills. 


The FMPG's were created for the purpose of this interagency cooperation. That 
forum is used for meetings and consultations to solve every kind of problem so 
that there will be no faulty link in the sugar production chain, If one 
element fails, the whole process is hindered. For example, if a farmer is 
late preparing the land, sugarcane will be backlogged at milling time. 


When asked how the sugar mills will exercise authority over the TRI program so 
that all parties will comply, Minister Hasjrul said that the legal basis is 
INPRES [Presidential Instruction] 9/1975 regarding the TRI program. "Those 
instructions are now being reasserted, since they have not been implemented 
before," he declared. 


Not Leased 


Minister Hasjrul also called on TRI farmers to work their own land and not to 
lease it to others. He is not unaware that many TRI farmers have been leasing 
their land to others, especially farmers who have only small plots of land 
(less than .5 hectare). 


He suggested that such farmers work their land on a cooperative basis. In 
this way most of the work will be done by each farmer, while there are certain 
activities that will be done by the leader of the group. Not all work will be 
surrendered to the leader. 


SK MENTAN [Directive of the Minister of Agriculture]/Chairman of the BIMAS 
[agricultural mass guidance program] Coordination Board No 
10/SK/MENTAN/BIMAS/XI1/1983 regarding the TRI program for the 1984-1985 
planting season prohibits the working of sugarcane on rented land by any 
individual, group, government employee or business. 


The TRI system in fact abolishes the system under which sugar mills rented 
land from farmers. Farmers are now expected to work their own land using TRI 
credit. This means that any farmer who rents his land is reverting to the old 
system. The minister acknowledged that there are many reasons why farmers do 
not work their own land. Reasons include the smallness of their plots and 
fear that they will lose money if they work the land themselves. 
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Minister Hasjrul hopes that the number of farmers renting land in the 1984- 
1985 planting season will be much smaller. 


Merit Award 


The merit award presented on Thursday to former agriculture minister Prof Dr 
Ir Thoyib Hadiwijaya by Minister of Agriculture Achmad Affandi on behalf of 
the president was an expression of the government's thanks and appreciation 
for continuous service over more than 25 years. 


Minister Affandi acknowledged in his comments that such concepts for 
agricultural development as the Five Initiatives, the Unified Plant Disease 
Eradication Program, and People's Nuclear Enterprises, etc., were formulated 
during the 10 years that Prof Thoyib was minister of agriculture. 


Prof Thoyib Hadiwijaya told the press that we must be grateful that 
agricultural development is now marked by the allocation of more funds and 
personnel and by greater awareness by farmers of the need for intensification. 
"These factors are now much more positive than during the time I was in 
office," he stated. 


He noted that forestry affairs have now been separated into a department and 
that the minister of agriculture is assisted by three vice ministers. 
Nevertheless, development always produces problems. "They are called the 
romantic aspects of development. There will be no end to them!" asserted the 
former agriculture minister. 
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INDONESIA 


PLANS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF IRRICATED FIELDS 
Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 15 Feb 84 pp 1, 8 


[Text] During a working meeting held yesterday with Parliament's commission 
IV, Engr Wardoyo, the junior minister for increased food production, said 
that for the 1984/85 fiscal year the Department of Agriculture has allocated 
700 million rupiah for the construction of 75,000 hectares of irrigated 
fields. 


In the 1983/84 fiscal year a ceiling of 700 million rupiah was initially es- 
tablished for these expenditures, but after discussions with Bappenas [Na- 
tonal Development Planning Board] and the Directorate of the Budget a figure 
of only 519 million rupiah was finally approved. These funds were used not 
only for the construction of irrigated fields but also for the management of 
water systems and soil conservation. 


The junior minister said that he hopes that the 700 million rupiah can be 
made available for the construction of irrigated fields in 1984/85 as this 
will expedite the achievement of the 350,000 hectare target that was set for 
Pelita III [Third 5-Year Plan]. 


He said that the construction of irrigated fields must be expedited since 
this is a national program established under Presidential Directive No 54 of 
1980. 


A target of 350,000 hectares has been set for the construction of irrigated 
fields during Pelita IV. However, the Pelita III target was underachieved 
by 150,000 hectares so the actual target for Pelita IV is 500,000 hectares. 


Except in Irian Jaya, consulting firms have not participated in the surveys 
that have been conducted for the construction of irrigated fields. In Irian 
Jaya they participated in surveys of the potential of the area. In the other 
provinces the surveys were conducted by investigation teams headed by offi- 
cials from the local Bappeda [Regional Development Planning Board], the ag- 
ricultural, public works and agrarian services, and Bank Rakyat Indonesia. 
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Problems 


In reply to a question from a member of commission IV, Wardoyo said that 
basing on experience gained during Pelita III, the Department of Agriculture 
has identified a number of problems connected with the construction of irri- 
gated fields. These problems include the low level of the credit ceiling 
and also inadequacies in the allocation of prefinancing credit by fiscal 
year for the construction of irrigated fields. 


It also is difficult to coordinate the farmers and to introduce technological 
innovations on irrigated fields that have been built in remote locations and 
are quite small. 


Farmers in general do not want to accept irrigated fields that have been 
built if water is not yet flowing out of their tract. 


There is also considerable variation in the types of land ownership and this 
makes it difficult to proceed with construction and to carry out agrarian 


activities. 


In addition, the cross-sectoral coordination of public works, agrarian, agri- 
cultural and bank officials at the regional level is still weak. 
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INDONESIA 


PROBLEM OF PROVIDING STABLE FOOD SUPPLY STILL UNSOLVED 
Jakarta SUARA KARYA in Indonesian 15 Feb 84 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The problem of providing a stable supply of food has still not been 
solved and remains a major and basic problem that haunts the development pro- 
cess. Although the food problem has not been solved, the government is well 
aware that this is one of the main national problems being encountered in the 
efforts that are being carried out to upgrade development and maintain na- 
tional resilience. 


Engr Wardojo, the junior minister for the increased producticn of food crops, 
made this statement during a working meeting with commission IV of Parliament 
in Jakarta yesterday. The meeting was chaired by Soegiono, the deputy chair- 
man of the commission, and was attended by officials from PT Pertani, 
the company responsible for meeting seed requirements, PT Pusri, Bank Rakyat 
Indonesia, and other interested parties. 


Wardojo said that in the handling of our food supplies we are faced with the 
challenge of finding a way to maintain the high level of rice production we 
have achieved and at the same time increase the production of nonrice foods. 
If we can meet this challenge we will be able to achieve and maintain self- 
sufficiency in our food (carbohydrate and protein) needs. 


The government feels that we should have a food reserve of 5 million tons in 
order to maintain a stable food supply, but thus far we have only been able 
to accumulate a reserve of about 2 million tons. 


He said that although there has been an impressive increase in the production 
of food, especially paddy, during the last few years, the supplying of food 
continues to be a problem. This problem must be solved because the availabil- 
ity of stable food stocks is a matter that affects the welfare of the popula- 
tion and the continuity of national life. 


Farmers’ Income 
He said that the efforts that are carried out to increase the production of 


various types of food must at the same time increase the income of farmers, 
ensure the equitable distribution of this income, create jobs, utilize and 
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protect natural resources and the environment, and upgrade rural development 
as an integ: ~ part of regional development. 


He noted that some studies show that the calorie and protein intake of a por- 
tion of the Indonesian population is far below the standard of 2,100 calories 
and 45 grams of protein per person per day. The members of this group have 
low incomes and little purchasing power. "They are the ones who are living 
in poverty," Wardojo said. 


Even though there are adequate supplies of food, the members of this group 
will continue to experience food shortages and wiil be unable to meet their 
food requirements. 


The minister recognized that as or now calorie and protein requirements still 
cannot be fully met by domestic production. The reasons for this are the high 
population growth rate (2.32 percent a year) and the fact that consumption 
patterns have not been diversified and still show a preference for rice. Other 
reasons are the imbalance in calorie and protein intake, the uneven distribu- 
tion of supplies of domestically produced food in national reserve stocks 
throughout Indonesia, and the use of land in less than an optimal manner. 


Held to 3 Percent 


He said that since rice is the major component of the Indonesian diet, there 
is a tendency to equate rice shortages with food shortages. "A nation that 
is dependent on one basic food in its public diet will tend to have a number 
of major problems in supplying food," he said. 


Consequently, the consumption patterns of the public must be reoriented in 
effort to limit the rate of increase in rice consumption. He said that he 
hoped that the rate of increase could be held to less than 3 percent. 


Efforts to diversify the public menu to include foods other than rice were 
intensified by the government following the issuance of Presidential Instruc- 
tion No 20 of 1979, which deals with the improvement of the public menu. This 
regulation instructs the concerned officials to continue and intensify the 
activities that are being carried out to improve the quality of the public 
menu. 


Improvement of the public menu means diversifying the types of foods consumed 
by the public and imp:rcving the nutritional quality of the public diet, he 
said. He added thai in Indonesia food diversification should be interpreted 
to mean introducing or increasing the types and quantity of nonrice foods 
that are served in meals. 


Unemployment 


Earlier the minister had noted that in addition to the major problem of a 
stable food supply, there are other problems that remain unsolved and haunt 
the development process. The first of these problems is rural unemployment, 
and the second is finding ways to increase foreign exchange earnings or to re- 
duce the use of foreign exchange. 
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Wardojo said that statistics show that the number of farmers who work 0.5 
hectares of land or less has increased from 6.6 million in 1973 to 11.0 mil- 
lion in 1980, which is an average increase of 7.7 percent a year. The nunm- 
ber of farm laborers has increased from 7.5 million in 1977 to 8.0 million 
in 1980, or an average of 2.2 percent a year. 


It is clear from these figures that the agricultural labor force cannot yet be 
fully absorbed by the development sectors outside the agricultural sector. 

As the size of agricultural plots diminishes and the number of small farmers 
increases--the trend that is indicated by these figures--then the size of the 
labor force in the agricultural sector will continue to be far greater than 
the amount of new agricultural land that can be made available. 


The minister said that this will result in increased unemployment, especially 
disguised unemployment in rural areas. And with the continuing increase of 
this disguised unemployment, productivity in the agricultural sector will be 
depressed and will be very difficult to increase. 
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INDONESIA 


PRESIDENT DEDICATES HYDROELECTRIC PLANT IN WEST SUMATRA 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 29 Dec 83 pp 1, 12 


[Excerpts] Maninjau, KOMPAS--President Soeharto asked that more Indonesian 
manpower be involved in the construction of the many electric power plants 
that are to be built throughout the country. Examples are the use of 
Indonesians in making feasibility studies and the inclusion of national 
companies in construction work. 


The chief of state made this request yesterday when he dedicated the Manin jau 
PLTA [hydroelectric power plant] at Muko-Muko Village, Tanjung Raya 
Subdistrict, Agam Regency, West Sumatra. President Soeharto also said he was 
pleased that the feasibility study for the Maninjau PLTA had been done by a 
university in West Sumatra itself. 


Feasibility studies usually are performed by experts hired from abroad, or at 
least by experienced Indonesian specialists. The unique aspect of the 68- 
megawatt Maninjau PLTA is the fact that its feasibility study was made by 
Andalas University, in cooperation with the West Sumatra/Riau PLN [State 
Electricity Company] Power Generation Center and Network Project, or 
PIKITRING. 


"We hope that Indonesian personnel will play a larger role in the construction 
of the many electric power plants that are to be built in the future," 
asserted the president. 


Savings of $15.6 Million 


Minister of Mining and Energy Prof Subroto said that more oil can be exported 
as a result of fuel oil savings afforded by the completion of the Maninjau 
PLTA. The Maninjau plant, with four 17-megawatt units, will produce 270 
million megawatts per year, which would have required 540,000 barrels of oil. 
This means that the Maninjau PLTA will provide savings of $15.6 million a 
year. 


The minister stated that PLTA's to be built include a 700-megawatt plant in 
Saguling (West Java), a 500-megawatt plant in Sirata (West Java), a 
126-megawatt plant in Makaru (South Sulawesi) and a 180-megawatt plant in 
Mrican (Central Java). 
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The construction of these plants will save even more oil and thereby produce 
more foreign exchange for national development. Oil is still the main 
resource for meeting commercial energy demands. 


The most recent figures show that the use of oil constituted 79.3 percent of 
commercial energy consumption in 1982-1983, or 209.5 million barrels, Soebroto 
said. Energy resources in West Sumatra are water, coal and, possibly soon, 
oil and natural gas. There are also various minerals, including gold, copper, 
lead, zinc and uranium and building materials such as limestone, granite and 
marble. 


Up 300 Percent 


Engr Sardjono, principal director of PLN, reported that in 1982 the PLN 
installed capacity in West Sumatra was 50,000 kilowatt hours and that now with 
the completion of the Maninjau PLTA and the Pauh PLTG [natural gas electric 
power plant] installed capacity totals 160,000 kilowatt hours, up 300 percent 
from the previous year. 


Apart from the growing number of industrial users, there are 80,000 users of 
electricity in West Sumatra, including 24,000 village subscribers. 


West Sumatra governor Azwar Anas said that 26 percent of the 3,600 villages in 


West Sumatra have electricity. On Thursday [29 December], the president and 
Mrs Tien Soeharto will dedicate the Indarung IIIA cement factory. 
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INDONESIA 


MILITARY COMMANDER ON IRIAN JAYA SECURITY SITUATION 
Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 28 Dec 83 p 8 


[Text] Jayapura, AB--Brig Gen Raja Kami Sembiring Meliala, PANGDAM [Commander 
of Military Region] XVII/Cenderawasih and LAKSUS PANGKOPKAMTIB [Special 
Executive Officer/Commander of Command for the Restoration of Security and 
Order] for Irian Jaya, said security in Irian Jaya was assured in 1983 and 
that any disturbances that may have occurred were small and insignificant. 


In an interview with ANTARA at his home on Tuesday [27 December], he siated 
that an indicator of stability is the speed at which development is 
progressing and the extent of public participation in development activities. 
"This would not occur if security were still disturbed," he said. 


He said that the self-proclaimed "Movement for the Disruption of Security" has 
long been practically powerless as a result of stable territorial management 
by KODAM Cenderawasih and other ABRI [Indonesian Armed Forces] elements. 


A positive effect of this territorial operation has been the ability of people 
in the interior to improve their welfare and fortify themselves against 
negative influences. 


"An example of this is the way in which some time ago the people of Enaratoli 
and Moanamani without the help of ABRI withstood separatist elements by use of 
arrows and spears," he stated. 


The PANGDAM also said the great confidence of the Irian Jaya people in ABRI is 
a fruit of the successful "“ABRI Enters the Village” operation for improvement 
of the welfare of village residents. 


"In January 1984, 'ABRI Enters the Village’ operations will be centered in 
Timika, with a principal target of building houses and preparing land for 
former terrorists who have returned to loyalty to the government," said 
Sembiring. 
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Successful Development, But... 


Brig Gen Sembiring Meliala, as chairman of OPSTIBDA [Regional Operation for 
Restoration of Order] for !rian Jaya, said in answer to a question that he 
views development in Iriar Jaya during PELITA III as successful but considers 
the weak point to be the mental attitude of the government apparatus. 


He said that he is aware that development targets are sometimes not achieved 
because of technical reasons arising from difficult communications and field 
conditions in Irian Jaya. “But there are also a few government officiels here 
who take the cpportunity to enrich themselves inappropriately. These 
individuals are now under investigation by OPSTIBDA," declared Sembiring. 


With respect to politics, he felt that the political parties and GOLKAR 
[Organization of Functional Groups] fulfilled their roles well in Irian Jaya 
in 1983 by creating a climate conducive to development. 


Cooperation with the governmen. by the political parties and GOLKAR was also 
good, as was cooperation among the parties and within the parties and GOLKAR 
themselves. There were no problems at all. 


All of these things are indicators of domestic political stability, especially 
in Irian Jaya, said Brig Gen Sembiring Meliala. 
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INDONESIA 


AIR FORCE TO SIMPLIFY ORGANIZATION, EXPAND ACADEMY CURRICULUM 
Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 29 Dec 83 p 8 


[Text } Jakarta, AB--The Indonesian Air Force [TNI-AU], which now consists of 
21 corps, is to be reduced to only 8 corps, for which a decision will be 
issued soon. 


KASAU [Chief of Air Force Staff] Air Marshal Sukardi said in a briefing of 
field- and first-grade officers on Tuesday at the Prajurit Ardya Loka Building 
that this move is expected to facilitate TNI-AU personnel management, 
especially with regard to education and upgrading of skills to support future 


TNI-AU tasks. 


Other policies presented by the top TNI-AU leader that evening dealt with 
efforts to bring to realization a strong national air defense system, or 
SISHANUDNAS. He said that in order to form such a system the TNI-AU must 
have fighters, radar and guided missiles, which form an indivisable, “three- 
in-one" system. 


Air Marshal Sukardi then said among other things that the role of research and 
development will become greater as principal TNI-AU equipment becomes more 
modern and complex. He expressed pride in the steps being taken by TNI-AU 
research and development organizations, especially toward improving the 
capabilities of TNI-AU aircraft. 


In connection with research and development, he noted that an orderly and 
meticulous administrative system is needed to support the TNI-AU's 
increasingly modern weapons systems. Capable, trained personnel are needed to 
create such an administrative system. Beginning next year, therefore, the Air 
Force AKABRI [Indonesian Armed Forces Academy] will revise its curriculum and 
add an administration major to its present electronics and aeronautics majors. 


"Good materiel administration is essential to the TNI-AU for smooth 
performance of its increasingly heavy responsibilities. This is especially 
true of the management and administration of costly TNI-AU materiel. 
Computerization is therefore appropriate, considering the progress the TNI-AU 
has achieved and expects in the future," said KASAU Air Marshal Sukardi 
tonight. 
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KAMPUCHEA 


EDITORIAL SPECULATES ON LACK OF SRV OFFENSIVE 
Paris MOUL KHMER in French Feb 84 pp 2-4 
{Editorial: ‘Has the Enemy Chosen To Wait?’ ] 


[Text] The dry season in Cambodia approaches but the anticipated enemy offen- 
sive has not vet taken place. It is true that last vear, this seasonal offen- 
sive launched against resistance bases in western Cambodia did not occur until 
“arch. Will that be the case this vear? It is not impossible because the drv 
season normally lasts until the end of the month of Mav. The North Vietnamese 
therefore still have time if they are really determined to strike at the na- 
tional resistance. Furthermore, all indications to date have been that Hanoi 
was engaged in important preparations (concentrations of troops and materiel) 
for such an offensive. Nevertheless, one may wonder ‘ether the offensive, 
generally anticipated in Bangkok for January, will ever take place. 


There are in fact a number of reasons to think that Hanoi might give up the 
idea. The main reason is that there is less and less talk of Cambodia abroad. 
Evervone has noticed that the Western press has practically not talked of 

our country during the entire month of February. That persistent, deplorable 
silence serves Hanoi's interests admirably well. The less talk there is of 
Cambodia, the better it is for the North Vietnamese leaders, who can thus 
calmly “digest"™ their conquest, for the Free World has its eves on other re- 
gions: Lebanon, the Persiaa Gulf (Iran-Iraq conflict), the USSR, where the 
Kremlin has a new boss, the United States, where the presidential campaign 

is virtually underway, and so on, not to mention the economic problems ob- 
sessing many Western capitals. Unfortunately, the Cambodian problem is in- 
creasingly submerged in all this. Consequently, by launching a wide-ranging 
offensive along the Khmer-Thai border, Hanoi would forcibly attract interna- 
tional attention to this problem. Is that in its interest? Most assuredly 
not, especially if that offensive should be accompanied, as in 1983, by 
blunders once again forcing Thailand to react with its air and land forces. 


The masters of communist Vietnam can therefore be saying that it would be 
better for them not to make a move, inasmuch as the current calm, the generator 
of silence and oblivion, is beneficial to them. Nor should one forcet that 
their prime objective is to gain time because they imagine, rightly or wrongly, 
that time is in their favor. What they want, in the final analvsis, is to 
make the international community accept the fait accompli they themselves 
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brought about in our country five years ago. Moreover, have they not pro- 
claimed over and over that the current situation in Cambodia, occupied by 
their army, was “irreversible”? Silence and oblivion are therefore precious 
allies for them. Under such conditions, to launch an offensive that would 
bring about a new flow of refugees into Thailand would work against their 
political objective. Once again there would be talk of the Cambodian problem 
and that would not help their cause. It is also possible that their Soviet 
ally, which has had other things on its mind since Andropov's death, told 
them not to “make waves" for some time, especially since Moscow is trying to 
normalize its relations with Beijing, which would be angered by a new North 
Vietnamese offensive in western Cambodia directed against the various forces 
of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (GCKD). Finally, we know 
that Hanoi is trying to calm the justified distrust of ASEAN countries 
(Thailand, Singapore, Malavsia, Indonesia and the Philippines) and to bring 
anv one of these countries (particularly Indonesia) into its game. 


For these various reasons, it may well be that the anticipated offensive will 
never take place, although nothing is yet certain. If it did not take place, 
one would have reason to rejoice because human lives would be spared. But 
one must realize that it is not for humanitarian reasons that Hanoi would 
have given the offensive up, for such reasons have no importance for the 
Vietnamese communists. If thev did not attack it would only be because 

they would have thought that it would be better to let silence reign in our 
country, a Machiavellian calculation, but well in the style of our invader 
hypocrites. 


One must therefore wait and see what Hanoi's choice will be, a choice that 
may yet be influenced by the fact that the enemy would prefer to neutralize 
the nationalist Cambodian resistance, whose existence and action undeniably 
get in its way. What will our aggressors therefore do? We shall soon find 
out. The point to remember in any case is that the current silence helps 
their annexationist designs. For our part, we must do everything possible 
to break that silence, so harmful to our oppressed people. However, those 
here who represent the nationalist sector must finally decide to rouse them- 
selves from their lethargy. Are they capable of stirring up the press and 
public opinion somewhat, making intelligent, bold moves to prevent our just 
cause from being permanently forgotten? We hope so, although we have not yet 
seen many encouraging signs that this is so. 
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KAMPUCHEA 


DK ORGAN PUBLISHES OPINION POLL 
Paris KAMPUCHEA in French Mar 84 p 2 
[Results of poll contained in No 170 Supplement] 


[Text] A large number of readers, far exceeding our estimates, responded to 
our poll, whose questions we are printing below, along with the percentage of 
responses to each question. 


Question 1. How do you view the Vietnamese intervention in Cambodia? 

a) “Liberating" the Khmer people without ulterior motives, 7.5%; b) Using 
certain pretexts, intervening to establish its domination for the purpose of 
forming the Indochinese Federation, 85%; c) For other reasons: specify 

if possible, 7.52. 

Question 2. Is the situation in Cambodia "irreversible," as the authorities 
in Hanoi claim? a) Yes (the Vietnamese domination or occupation is perman- 
ent), 0%; b) No (Cambodia will be able to regain its sovereignty), 972%; 

c) No opinion, 3%. 


Question 3. How do you view the work of the Coalition Government of Democra- 
tic Kampuchea after a year and a half of existence? a) Effective and satis- 
factory, gz. b) Encouraging, 63%; c) Could do better, 487; 

d) Is not working, 0%. (Most answered in two categories.) 


Question 4. How do you view the situation in the field of armed combat? 

a) Significant and encouraging evolution in favor of anti-Vietnamese resis- 
tance, 85%; b) Stagnant situation, 9%; c) Has not been able and would not 
be able to do anything against Vietnamese troops, 3%; d) No opinion, 32. 


Question 5. What do you think of the cooperation of the three armed forces of 
the anti-Vietnamese resistance? a) A good thing, 46%; b) Not as good, 
4%; c) We should have a unified command, 507. 


Question 6. On the international level, would you like to have joint action 
by the three resistance movements (FUNCINPEC [expansion unknown] of Samdech 





l Foreign friends. 
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Norodom Sihanouk, the FNLPK [National Liberation Front of the Cambodian Peo- 
ple] of Son Sann and the Front of Democratic Kampuchea of Khieu Samphan), for 
example, in big demonstrations or rallies? a) Yes, 92.5%; b) No, 02; 

c) The time for such a rally has not yet come, 7.5%; and d) No opinion, 07. 


Editor's note: Ten percent of the responses received are from French 
friends. 


Our thanks to all who responded! 
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KAMPUCHEA 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES JANUARY CGDK COMMUNIQUE 
Paris MOUL KHMER in French Feb 84 pp 6-8 
[Article by Sim Var: "Recent Meeting of CGDK Cabinet"] 


[Text] We have received from the National Liberation Front of the Cambodian 
People (FNLPK) of Son Sann a bulletin from the Coalition Government of Demo- 
cratic Kampuchea (CGDK) Cabinet dated 24 January 1984 whose most important 
points follow. But what game are they playing? 


According to the bulletin, the Cabinet states its determination to continue 
along the path of unity in all domains in order to: 1) continue the fight 
against the Vietnamese aggressors until the complete withdrawal of their 
troops from Kampuchea; 2) apply the five UN resolutions ordering the com- 
plete withdrawal of these troops from Kampuchea to enable the Cambodian peo- 
ple to decide themselves their own destiny, without foreign interference. 


After this "determination," it denounces and condemns with the "greatest 
emphasis" the crimes perpetrated by the Vietnamese occupation army with 
regard to the Cambodian civilian population massacred during its attacks on 
the camps of Nong Chan, Phnom Chhat and Osmach in 1983, the use of toxic and 
bacteriological products, and so on. 


According to information given to us by Son Sann himself sometime before the 
meeting of this Cabinet, it would not appear that the latter is operating 
smoothly due to the apparent fact that the leaders of the Khmers Rouges and 
the Sihanoukists are reportedly still willing to be as thick as thieves 

in order to counter the action of the FNLPK. Proof is that following the 
condemnation by the Cabinet at a previous meeting of the massacre of Cambodian 
civilians at Osmach, the Sihanoukist base, following the report presented by 
Son Sann, Prince Sihanouk himself hastened to publicly disavow his prime 
minister at a press conference, stating that this story of a massacre was but 
a story and without any foundation! 


Aside from this shocking story, it is Son Sann who also told us that most of 
the Khmers Rouges forces often entertain themselves by "teasing" the FNLPK 
forces or by laying murderous ambushes for them. We do not know whether these 
confidential reports are also stories without any foundation. Whatever the 
case, they have been corroborated by the accounts of refugees recently arriving 
in France. 
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We want nothing more than for unity and harmony to reign within the government 
and for the progress described in the bulletin of 24 January be truly concrete 
and not just on paper. But after the appeal to the North Vietnamese troops, 
the sworn enemy of the Cambodian people, by the Khmers Rouges to help them 
take power by force; after the spectacular defection of Prince Norodom Sihan- 
ouk, former sovereign of Cambodia, to the Khmers Rouges camp and his appeal 

to the same foreign troops to attack his own country in order to regain the 
power he lost through his own failings, helping North Vietnam violate Khmer 
neutrality; after the gaping hole dug by the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 
1978, leaving 3 million dead out of a population of 3 million, and the massive 
establishment of Vietnamese settlers by the Heng Samrin regime to fill the 
gap; after the imposition of mix 31 Khmer-Vietnamese marriages and the falsifi- 
cation of the history of Cambodia by the occupier, which claims that Cambodian 
territory belonged to North Vietnam; and finally, after so many crimes of 
genocide that underlie the disappearance of Cambodia and its people from the 
world map, can one still grant that coalition government any credit? The 
least one can say is that the members of that coalition government lost sub- 
stantial time in coming together throughout the world instead of officially 
going to the United Nations with these crimes of genocide, confining themselves 
to a platonic condemnation of them, which is not very difficult. 


But the occupier, which both sides claim to fight, takes advantage of the 
situation to consolidate its hold over Cambodia by making the Cambodians 
foreigners in their own country, as was the case of Kampuchea Krom (formerly 
Cochin China). 


Whatever the case, this coalition government does not seem to worry much about 
these crimes or about the time factor, which is nevertheless of prime impor- 
tance in this war of reconquest. It could not play better into the hands of 
the enemy. 


Actually, after committing so many monumental crimes and by making pacts with 
North Vietnam, the hereditary enemy of the Cambodian people, the Khmers 

Rouges and the Sihanoukists have not yet become clearly aware, five vears 
after the occupation of their country by the North Vietnamese troops. Seeing 
them spend so much time on idle talk, one would say that they are conspiring 
with the latter, which would be most reprehensible. This indifference borders 
on treason, especially since their most visible ulterior motives are but their 
return to power, even if they would one day have to nay allegiance to North 
Vietnam! 


When one realizes that in Europe, even over 40 years after World War II, they 
are still tracking down the collaborators of the Nazi regime and that even in 
France, they have not yet finished documenting the complicity of Klaus Barbie, 
one cannot understand why these Cambodian traitors still act as if they had 
nothing to be blamed for in trying to return to power with the aid of the 

same foreign communists. If these traitors should unfortunately reach their 
aim, one would have to fear that the future of Cambodia is doomed, because both 
groups refuse to recognize their past errors and continue to trample the most 
elementary principles of democracy. 
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As for the United Nations, whose principle of self-determination has for so 
long been short-circuited by North Vietnam, it cannot itself take up these 
crimes of genocide as long as the Cambodians, the main parties involved, do 
not take the trouble to submit their case officiallv. 


Such a game would oniy be plaved by the gravediggers of their own country. 
That is all one can think so far. 
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LAOS 


BACKGROUNDS OF WOMEN PARTY ACTIVISTS 
Vientiane MEGNING LAO in Lao Feb 84 pp 8, 9 


"First Congress of the Federation of Trade Unions" column by Kham-On 
Phetdaoheung: "Full Representatives of the Lao Patriotic Women's 
Association Attend First Nationwide Trade Union Congress" ] 


[Text] Mrs Chansi Latsami ([Thon Canton Party] Luang Prabang provincial 
administrative committee), 44, born in Ban Nong, Nong Canton, Pak District, 
Luang Prabang Province. Joined the revolution 17 July 1952; probational 
party member 9 August 1956; full party member 11 March 1957; youth union 

5 July 1961; Lao Women's Association 1 February 1962; trade union 20 August 
1979. 


Duties: party committee, administrative committee, also chairman of the 
women's association. Guides mass organizations throughout the province. 


Level of specialized task: finished high-level theory, supplementary 
education. 


Mrs Kenhin Khatsavang, Vientiane full representative, 41, born in Ban 
Nong Phong, Pha Kho Canton, Thoulakhom District, Vientiane Province. 
Joined the revolution 20 November 1960; probational party member 26 March 
1964; full party member 29 April 1966; youth union July 1961; Lao Women's 
Association July 1961; trade union 15 July 1970. Duties: provincial 
party committee, also secretary of the trade union and chairman of the 
Vientiane Provincial Women's Association, and selected to the present 
executive central committee of the Federation of Lao Trade Unions. 


Mrs Bounthan Thepbouali, full representative of the Federation of Lao 

Trade Unions center, 48, born in Ban Phianvat, Phianvat Canton. Sisattanak 
District, Vientiane Capital. Joined the revolution 15 July *™°% ~~ trade 
union 15 April 1976; Lao Women's Association 15 July 1975. ivi ot 
specialized task: French and Lao typing and accounting. Duti_s: executive 
committee of the Lao Federation of Trade Unions center, also chief of 
socialist emu’ation regiment and the Women's Association committee in the 
Federation of Lao Trade Unions center. 
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Mrs Kongdeun Sitphasai, 40, full representative of Vientiane Capital, 

born in Ban Misai, Wat Chan Canton, Chantabouri District, Vientiane Capital. 
Joined the revolution 22 June 1962; probational party member 29 September 
1981; trade union 27 August 1968; Lao Women's Association 9 July 1974. 
Specialized task level: mid-level medical personnel. Duty: assistant 
chairman of the Vientiane Federation of Trade Unions. 


Mrs Khom-On Phetdaoheung, 38 full representative of the Women's Association 
Center. Born in Ban Nasai, Sieng Canton, Khoun District, Xieng Khouang 
Province; joined the revolution 25 November 1966; probational party member 
27 April 1977; full party member 31 April 1978; youth union 25 January 
1965; trade union 1 August 1978; Lao Women's Association 12 August 1966. 
Level of specialized task: basic-level teaching. Duties: assistant 

chief of the Propaganda Department, assistant chief of "MEGNING LAO’ 
editorial staff, secretary of the base trade union in the Lao Women's 
Association Center. 


Mrs Chavong Keobounphan, 35, full representative of the Ministry of 
Industry, Handicrafts and Forestry; born in Ban Siengkho, Sieng Kho 

Canton, Sieng Kho District, Houa Phan Province; joined the revolution 

4 December 1964; probational party member 28 November 1968; full party 
member 30 November 1969; youth union 2 June 1966; trade union 19 March 1966; 
Lao Women's Association 18 March 1967. Level of specialized task: 
basic-level dyeing. Duties: chief of the policy and cadre management 
section, committee member of the ministry trade union, and also committee 
member of the Lao Women's Association in the ministry. 


Mrs Bounleua Somala, 34, representative of the Ministry of Trade. Born in 
Ban Ngui, Sieng Canton, Khoun District, Xieng Khouang. Joined the revolution 
5 February 1965; probational party member 1 September 1981; full party 

member 28 October 1983; youth union 15 November 1967; trade union 9 June 1978; 
Lao Women's Association 18 June 1967. Level of specialized task: basic- 
level accounting. Duties: assistant chairman of the accounting section, 

also on the trade union section committee in the Ministry of Trade. 


Mrs Khampieu Singsavang, 52, full representative of the Ministry of 
Materials. Born in Ban Na Tan, Ban Sang Canton, Thoulakhom District, 
Vientiane Province. Joined the revolution 20 October 1950; probational 
party member 20 September 1956; full party member 21 November 1957; 
youth union 5 June 1955; Lao Women's Association 12 June 1957. Duty: 
section chief and committee member of the trade union in the Ministry 
of Materials. 


Mrs Phetlamduan Phalakhon, 24, full representative of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation, and Agricultural Co-ops. Born in Ban Pak 
Kagnoung, Pak Kagnoung Canton, Thoulakhoum District, Vientiane Province. 
Joined the revolution 2 December 1975; youth union 14 January 1978; 

trade union September 1978; Lao Women's Association 26 April 1979. 

Level of specialized task: basic-level typing. Duty: section chief of 
typing; also assistant secretary of the trade union section of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Irrigation and Agricultural Co-ops. 
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Mrs Sinuan Chanthachak, 27, full representative of the Ministry of Public 
Health. Born in Ban (Sonsaloung), Angkham Canton, Sepone District, 
Savannakhet Province. Joined the revolution 9 June 1968; probational party 
member 23 August 1975; full party member 15 July 1977; youth union 22 May 
1971; trade union 4 April 1980; Lao Women's Association 22 May 1973. Level 
of specialized task: mid-level medical doctor. Duty: teaches in mid-level 
medical school; also secretary of the base trade union and a committee 
member of the Lao Women's Association in the medical school. 


Mrs Khamla, 38, full representative of the Ministry of Public Health. 

Born in Ban Meuang Ton, Samphansai Canton, Khoun District, Xieng Khouang 
Province. Joined the revolution 1 February 1960; probational party 

member 16 June 1966; full party member 1 January 1968; youth union 27 April 
1963; Lao Women's Association 15 October 1963; trade union 15 December 
1969. Level of specialized task: mid-level medical doctor. Duties: 
party chapter committee member, secretary of grassroots trade union, 
committee member of the ministry, and works in the Institute of Traditional 
Medicine Research, Ministry of Public Health. 


Mrs Phouangkham Somsanit, 30, full representative of the Ministry of 
Education. Born in Ban Nasai, Nong Ban Canton, Saisettha District, 
Vientiane Capital. Joined the revolution 28 December 1977; youth union 

6 August 1981; trade union 14 July 1980; Lao Women's Association 30 April 
1979. Level of specialized task: BA in geography. Duties: chief of 
elementary education textbook studies and composition, a committee member 
of educational science studies and composition, and also of the trade union 
section in the Ministry of Education, and board of directors of the Lao 
Women's Association in the Ministry of Education. 


Mrs Bouakat Chuthathai, 38, full representative of Khammouan Province. 
Born in Ban Don Kheo Neua, Don Savang Canton, Nong Pok District, 
Khammouan Province. Joined the revolution 4 October 1967; probational 
party member 12 December 1970; full party member 1 December 1971; 

youth union 19 January 1973; trade union 11 November 1981; Lao Women's 
Association 4 February 1984. Duties: committee member of the Federation 
of [Lao] Trade Unions committee in Khammouan Province. 


Mrs Phiuphong Phimmasan, 50, Attopeu provincial full representative. 

Born in Ban Phosai, Phosai Canton, Saisettha, Attopeu Province. Joined 
the revolution 20 September 1954; probational party member 27 January 
1979; full party member 20 February 198C; trade union 3 May 1977; women's 
association 20 June 1967. Duties: committee member of the women's 
association and also a committee member of the trade union federation 

in Attopeu Province. 


Mrs Sang Vannavong, 43, full representative of Phong Saly Province. 

Born in Ban Tang Kala, Chomtam Canton, Khwao District, Phong Saly Province. 
Joined the revolution 5 October 1959; probational party member 4 December 
1968; full party member 10 December 1969; youth union 7 August 1962; Lao 
Women's Association 13 October 1962; trade union 2 February 1979. Level 
of specialized task: basic-level personnel. Duties: trade union 

section committee in Phong Saly Province. 
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Mrs Tongva Manivong, 35, full representative of Oudomsai Province. Born 
in Ban Phou Khe, Gnoun Canton, Khoun District, Xieng Khousng Province. 
Presently living in Ban Houa Nam Sat, Na Pa Canton, Beng District, 
Oudomsai Province. Joined the revolution 1 January 1965; youth union 

19 May 1968; Lao Women's Association 29 November 1968; trade union 

18 August 1972. Level of specialized task: mid-level medical personnel. 
Duties: trade union federation committee; base unit secretary of the 
communications, transportation, and posts section of Oudomsai Province. 


Mrs Nou-Ing Thengsisombat, 28, full representative of Saravane Province. 
Born in Ban Khan Mak Gnot, Kengsin Canton, Saravane District, Saravane 
Province. Joined the revolution 20 July 1973; youth union 24 July 1974; 
women's association 17 January 1975; trade union 20 December 1980. Level 
of specialized task: mid-level teacher. Duties: teaches, is a member 
of the Lao Women's Association in the educational section, and is also a 
committee member of the Saravane Provincial Trade Union Federation. 


Mrs Sida Dalavong, 38, full representative of Xieng Khouang Province. 
Born in Ban Phai Ngam, Gnot Ngum Canton, Pek District, Xieng Khouang 
Province. Joined the revolution 1 January 1962; probationary party 
member 10 August 1970; full party member 26 October 1971; youth union 
28 September 1967; Lao Women's Association 15 October 1978; trade union 
22 Sepbember 1979. Level of specialized task: basic-level teaching. 
Duty: committee member of the trade union federation of Xieng Khouang 
Province. 
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LAOS 


ACTIVIST ON THAI BORDER NOTES SECURITY PROBLEMS 
Vientiane MEGNING LAO in Lao Feb 84 pp 5, 16 


[“Outstanding Work, Outstanding People" Column: "A Women's Association 
Representative of Bo Ten District"] 


[Excerpts] I was happy to have a change to visit Sayaboury Province, 

and even more so because the women throughout Sayaboury gloriously opened 
the first districtwide [Sayaboury Provincial] Women's Association congress. 
I will tell you about Mrs Tong Saioudom. In talking with Mrs Sombat, 
chairman of the provincial women's federation, she told me that “Comrade 
Mrs Tong Saioudom is chief of the district women's association in Bo Ten 
District, in the southern part of Sayaboury Province." 


I had a chance to meet and talk with her privately. I learned that she 

is a native of Ban Don, Bo Ten Canton, Bo Ten District, Sayaboury Province. 
She is 28 this year. After the nation was liberated she finished her 
secondary school and became an elementary school teacher, and she taught 
for 1 year. In 1976 the organization assigned her to work in the Bo Ten 
District Youth Union Committee. She determinedly and effectively mobilized 
youth all over the district to work on different tasks set by the adminis- 
trative committee. In 1978, based on the need to improve the women's 
association organization to proceed at the same pace as the other mass 
organizations of the party, she was assigned to be chief of the Bo Ten 
Women's Association, and was also selected for the district administrative 
committee. In carrying out the work she has to encounter many difficulties 
due to the special characteristics of the province, which is a border 
outpost province of the country where the enemies operate in many ways 

to destroy us by infiltrating spies and by psychological warfare. The 
women's knowledge of the party policies is not deep and is not at a uniform 
level. Thus, in mobilizing them she ran into utmost difficulties and 
confusion. A number of them were interested only in specialized tasks. 
Thus, to make them understand the status and role of women she has determinedly 
and seriously worked for the people who still have a hard time understanding. 
She mobilizes and leads them to effectively participate in all local 
movements, e.g., in local defense and security of the nation, production, 
education, and public health. 
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There are now 155 women's association members in Bo Ten District, an 
increase from 28 people in 1978. They opened emulation operations to 
score achievements, e.g., they cleaned roads and public places in the 
districts, helped the people and the nearby [work] units to harvest 
rice a hundred [times], mobilized 42 youth to take part in national 
defense, and expanded by over 30 new members. 


Another thing for her to be proud of is that after the women's association 


congress throughout Sayaboury ended floriously, she was honorably selected 
to the Provincial Women's Association Committee Federation. 
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LAOS 


DISTRICT PARTY COMMITTEE MEMBER IN LUANG PRABANG PROFILED 
Vientiane MEGNING LAO in Lao Feb 84 pp 6, 14 


[Article by Phousavan Saignalat: "An Outstanding Women's Association 
Cadre" ] 


[Excerpt] I met Mrs Boualai Phounsavat for the second time in her native 
land after the first time we met at a conference to summarize the first 

6 months’ achievements of 1983 and the political lifestyle operation of 
the Luang Prabang Provincial Women's Association which was held in late 
August 1983. At that time I was introduced to her by the Luang Prabang 
Provincial Women's Ascociation committee as a person with outstanding 
achievements and as a representative of the Ngoi District Women's Asso- 
ciation who participated in the meeting. 


She is 56 this year. She comes from the farmer class in Ban Ngoi Neua, 
Vongsai Canton, Ngoi District, Luang Prabang Province, which previously 
was a revolutionary stronghold. Nearly everyone knows Mrs Boulai if 
you ask the people in Ngoi District for her by name, and they love and 
respect her as a revolutionary cadre who has done good things for the 
country. When I met her this time I had a chance to get to know her 
work history for each period in the past up to now. 


In 1945 she started to take part in the resistance against the French 
colonialists. She was chief of the Gnouvanali [young girl's] unit to 
lead the women in the area to resist the exploitation of the feudalists 
and the French colonialists by using only their bare hands and [wooden 
guns] as weapons against the enemies’ threats. 


In 1948 she changed from the li unit to become a mobilization 
cadre working in the Ngoi Dis:..-t ea mobilizing the people and 

worked in cooperation with soldiers to help them to fight against the 
enemies. In 1950 the higher echelons assigned her to be a [secret 
mission cadre]. Every week she reported the movement of the enemies to 
the Lao Patriotic Front soldiers so they could prepare to attack the 
enemies to gradually defeat them. After 2 years of secret missions she 
was selected to continue studying theory, and returned to mobilize youth 
to be front line soldiers. She mobilized 21 people. 
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In 1954, the year the French colonialists surrendered and independence 
returned to Laos, Mrs Boualai decided to get married to Siang Pheu who 
lived in the same village. Not even a year after marriage there was 
news that the American imperialists had invaded, taking the place of the 
French colonialists. Therefore, different organizations that used to 
carry out work were improved, and reports on the enemy situation vere 
contimed. Because she was a mother with a baby and not suited for 
secret missions, in 1960 she was appointed to the village women's 
association committee to lead the women villagers to carry out all the 
resolutions of the higher echelons, e.g., by providing food for the front 
line on a regular basis. 


In 1962-68 she was appointed a committee member of the canton women's 
association to lead women to produce food supplies, and she mobilized 
3% people of both sexes to become soldiers to strenghten the military 
forces. 


In 1968-73 she was appointed canton assistant chairman, and was stationed 
in Sen Fan cave for 2 months in order to open a campaign for children 

and the people to help in sending food to the Liberation Army. Later 

she led and organized the Pha Deng Guerrilla Unit in order to guard and 
follow the enemies’ airplanes that came to drop bombs and to protect the 
transportation of the food supply, and to allow food to reach the soldiers’ 
hands. She also mobilized women throughout the canton to continuously 
prepare food for the soldiers in order to get ready for the Nam Bak 
liberation operation, and also mobilized them to attentively treat wounded 
soldiers. She herself took part in gathering her personal property and 
her energy in the Nam Bak liberation operation. She gave 3 pigs and 
100,000 bamboo sticks for building houses for the people who came to help. 
She used her creative ideas to build 28 [propellers] and installed them 
on boats for transporting the food supply without any charge. Mrs 

Boualai also took part as a cadre and exchanged over 2 tons of rice from 
the people to send to the front line to help the soldiers to gain strength 
and to gloriously defeat the enemies. 


In 1973-74 she was assigned to be responsible for organizing the Negoi 
District Women's Association and as assistant chief of the Women's 
Association committee, for leading women in the area of her responsibility 
to work in cooperation with the administrative committee on a regular 
basis. In 1979-82 she was selected to be chief of the district women's 
association and was later selected for the district party committee 
responsible for mass organizations and taxes. Now she is actively 
carrying out her assigned duty. Every 15 days she has to go back to 
report on the work, and after that she returns to the base in order to 
collect the work of the women's association, the youth union, and the 
trade unions, agricultural taxes and the transporting of agricultural 
taxes, etc. which the district party committee has allocated for her. 
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LAOS 


COMMENTARY CITES ACHIEVEMENTS OF SRV-PRK TREATY 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 20 Feb 84 p 4 


[Commentary: "A Firm Sign of Peace, Friendship, and Cooperation Between 
Kampuchea and Vietnam,” Vientiane KPL version dated 30 Feb 84 published in 
FBIS Asia and Pacific Daily Report 22 Feb 84] 


[Text] Five years ago (18 February 1979 to 18 February 1984) in the 
capital of Phnom Penh of the PRK, only 45 days after the Kampuchean people 
had dismantled the genocidal Pol Pot-leng Sary regime, the henchmen of 

the Beijing expansionists, the PRK and the SRV signed an agreement of 
peace, friendship, and cooperation. This marked a very important day in 
the history of the great friendship and special militant solidarity 
between Kampuchea and Vietnam, and also among the nations of Indochina. 


The primary purpose of the agreement was to increase solidarity, support, 
and mutual assistance, and it has become a document confirming the firm 

and great friendship, solidarity, and all-around close and long-lasting 
cooperation between Vietnam and Kampuchea. It is a measure of the stability 
and expansion of the two nations, and also of the three nations of Laos, 
Vietnam, and Kampuchea that are related to each other both geographically 
and historically. They have shared similar characteristics before, and 
particularly now they have become outposts for the socialist camps in the 
area. 


By being honest to the agreement Vietnam and Kampuchea have united 
themselves and wholeheartedly supported each other. It has been 5 years 
since the two countries have worked to increase economic, cultural, 
scientific, and technological cooperation. What has actually occurred 
has helped us to see that the promotion of the special solidarity and 
all-around and long-lasting cooperation for the two nations and also 

for the three nations in Indochina that is based on a firm foundation 

of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, has become a 
guarantee for each nation in defending and constructing their own country, 
and also to promote peace, friendship, stability, and cooperation in this 
area. 


Thus, since the day the agreement was signed the Kampuchean and Vietnamese 
peoples have given extensive support. They have fought together to 
protect the agreement [as though] it meant their own survival. The presence 
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of the Vietnamese volunteer army in Kampuchea is a fruit of the 
implementation of this agreement. Because the Kampuchean and “ietnamese 
peoples both have the same enemies, the American imperialists and the 
Beijing expansionists, and other reactionary forces, their joining in 
fighting and helping each other based on the agreement of peace, friend- 
ship, and cooperation is each nation's right and something that has never 
before been practiced in international custom. 


It is clear that the Kampuchea-Vietnam agreement directly counters the 
policy of territorial expansion of the Beijing expansionists who ever 
hope to swallow up the three Indochinese nations generally speaking, and 
particularly Vietnam and Kampuchea. Thus, over the past 5 years the 
Beijing expansionists, the imperialists, and other reactionary forces 
have unyieldingly hoped to destroy us in many harmful and clever ways, 
hoping to dismantle relations between Vietnam and Kampuchea and also 

the special solidarity of the people in the three nations of Indochina. 
Their aim is to bring disunity to the people of the three nations and the 
solidarity of Kampuchea and Vietnam and to ultimately swallow the three 
countries in Indochina. However, their foolish dreams have all been 
defeated. The three countries in Indochina have steadily helped each 
other, and have attained new and great victories all along. No enemies 
are able to reverse the historic cycle in these three countries. This 
has proved that no reactionary forces can shake the powerful relations 
of the three nations in Indochina that are as strong as diamonds and as 
[powerful] as steel. 


The Lao people of ethnic groups are most happy to see that through the 
past 5-year period under the brilliant agreement of peace, friendship, 
and mutual assistance between Kampuchea and Vietnam, and under the 
brilliance of the top-level conference of the three nations in Indochina, 
the friendship, special solidarity, and the all-around cooperation of 
Kampuchea and Vietnam, and also Laos, Kampuchea, and Vietnam has been 
strengthened and deepened more than ever before. We the Lao people 

will do everything possible to protect the friendship, special solidarity, 
and all-around cooperation of the people in the three nations of Indo- 
china as if we are protecting our own sight. We the Lao people wish the 
fraternal Kampuchean and Vietnamese peoples new success in carrying out 
the Kampuchea-Vietnam agreement on peace, friendship, and cooperation. 
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LAOS 


COMMENTARY VIEWS SOUTHEAST ASIA ISSUE, URGES TALKS 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 1 Mar 84 p 4 


[Commentary by Dong Hen: "Important Factors in Insuring Peace in Southeast 
Asia" Shorter Vientiane KPL English version published in FBIS Asia & Pacific 
Daily Report 2 Mar 84 pp Il, 2] 


[Text] This past year, the political atmosphere in the Southeast Asia 
region seems to have improved when compared with that of the previous period, 
in spite of the total and destructive warfare that the American imperialists 
and ruling powers in Beijing have waged against the three countries of Laos, 
Vietnam and Kampuchea. They make distorted propaganda and false and 
defamatory accusations, and actively influence their warlord henchmen in 
certain countries to carry out a confrontational policy with the three 
Indochinese countries. They aim to prolong and increase tensions 
continuously to take advantage [of the situation] to intervene and commit 
aggression in their reactionary manner. 


Judging from the obscure antist policies feverishly carried out by the 
American imperialists and the Chinese reactionaries, Southeast Asia should 
have become a bloody battlefield; but on the contrary, the truth is that 
although the situation has not yet reached a normal state, we can clearly 
see that the political atmosphere in this region is improving daily due to 
the struggle of the people of this region for peace and stability. 


The new tendency is advantageous for the peace and the stability of 

Southeast Asia. The acknowledged tendence is to solve problems by peaceful 
methods, which are the appropriate ones. These methods have emerged due to 
the persistent endeavors of the three countries, which show in their 
harmonious foreign policies and especially in their close attachment to peace 
and stability--one of the most important factors [for securing peace]. 


International politics for peace and stability and cooperation among the 
three countries of Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea showed clearly at the summit 
conference among the three countries. The conference laid down ties of 
friendship and cooperation among the three Indochinese countries and all the 
ASEAN countries as an important factor for insuring peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 
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The new tendency is advantageous for the peace and the stability of Southeast 
Asia. The acknowledged tendency is to solve problems by peaceful methods, 
which are the appropriate ones. These methods have emerged due to the 
persistent endeavors of the three countries, which show in their harmonious 
foreign policies and especially in their close attachment to peace and 
stability--one of the most important factors [for securing peace]. 


International politics for peace and stability and cooperation among the 
three countries of Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea showed clearly at the summit 
conference among the three countries. The conference laid down ties of 
friendship and cooperation among the three Indochinese countries and all the 
ASEAN countries as an important factor for insuring peace and stability in 
Southeast Asia. 


Every point of conflict has to be resolved by talks based on a spirit of 
goodwill between neighbors living in peaceful co-existence, who do not allow 
foreign countries to use their lands to intervene in and invade other countries 
and who cooperatively build up the Southeast Asian region to become a zone of 
peace and stability. And the recent Eighth Foreign Ministerial Conference of 
Laos, Vietnam and Kampuchea also laid out proposals designed to solve all 

their common problems and those in each part of Southeast Asia. At the same 
time, they expressed their readiness to sign a treaty concerning the princi- 
ples governing relations between the two blocs--Indochina and ASEAN--with the 
purpose of halting erroneous tendencies. 


Looking back over the past vear since the summit conference at Vientiane, 
anyone can see and must acknowledge that the three fraternal lands of the 
Indochinese peninsula have overcome difficulties and confusion, resistance 
struggles [Kan Sou Yan Tan Kheun] and the false and defamatory accusations 

of Bejing and Washington and their henchmen to solve the various important 
problems of this region. This also reflects that the foreign policies of the 
three Indochinese countries are right and in agreement with the wishes of all 
the people of this region. 


The withdrawal from the People's Republic of Kampuchea of a number of the 
volunteer armed forces of Vietnam, with still more plans for more upcoming 
regular withdrawals, is also an important and absolute proof guaranteeing the 
good and sincere intentions for true peace and stability. 


The correct and well intentioned attitude of the three countries, Laos, 
Vietnam and Kampuchea, is being supported and sustained by the approval of 
world public opinion. This was revealed most clearly during the seventh 
summit conference. Within the ASEAN bloc itself, the tendency to support 
negotiations is growing every day. All the nonsense invented by the American 
imperialists and reactionary Beijing regime--for example, claiming that the 
dangerous threat [to the region] is from Vietnam] cannot fool the nations in 
this region anymore. The Indonesian armed forces supreme commander, Gen 
Benni Murdani, also announced clearly during his visit to Vietnam that, "The 
dangerous threat to peace in this region does not come from Vietnam but from 
China." 
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At the same time, newspapers abroad published articles praising and supporting 
the determined vision of the three Indochinese countries, saluting their noble 
persistence that has contributed so importantly to the struggle for peace not 
only for the Southeast Asia region, but for the entire world. 


When compared to the previous period of one year ago, the condition in 
Southeast Asia has changed tremendously. This is very meaningful and 
indicative of one more painful defeat for the Beijing expansionist, who 
conspire with the American imperialists and their reactionary group of 
henchmen. At the same time, it reflects the victory of progressive forces 

and of peace, the victory of our determined aim to maintain and improve peace 
and stability in the Southeast Asia region. It is believed that this new 
trend will succeed and expand continuously because it is in harmony with the 
strong desires of the 300 million people of this region and especially because 
it is in agreement with the expansion of peace in this period of history. 
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LAOS 


RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS UNDER CRITICISM, VICTIMS OF INFORMERS NOTED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 27 Jan 84 pp 2, 4 


/"Conversation With the Editor" Column: "Does a Victim of Criticism Have to 
Accept It Whether or Not It is True?"/ 


/Text/ A student in the Saisettha District High School has written to VIENTIANE 
MAI for the second time. We of the VIENTIANE MAI newspaper staff would like to 
thank the one who used the pseudonym "one who is a student at Saisettha Senior 
High School" very much as a serious reader of our newspaper. The question he 

is interested in is the following. 


Criticizing and informing on each other in organizations. He asked that when 
one is criticized, no matter whether it /the criticism/ is right or wrong, true 
or false, does the victim of the criticism have the right to give reasons, or 
does he have no right to defend himself? 


In regard to this problem he have an example that occurred to him when he went 

to do solidarity work with many friends. However, the class committee did not 
see him because there were many people. Later he was informed on and criticized, 
and when he was criticized falsely he argued back. The class committee told him 
that he had to accept the criticism whether it was true or not, and that he 
should not argue. We would like to discuss this question as follows. 


First of all, /you must try to understand the principle of self-criticism and 
informing on each other/. Self-criticism and informing on each other is the 
principle for improving and constructing under revolutionary organizations, e.g., 
in true Marxism-Leninism. Lenin considered self-criticism and informing on 

each other as the principle of_party expansion. Thus, this matter is very 
important and exists only in /dictatorial proletarianism/ led only by the true 
Marxist-Leninist party, and so they can apply this principle. 


Why is this problem important? 


For you, a student, and you readers, this matter is significant not only in 
theory, but is also even more important in reactionary behavior. We all accept 
that we were born to relate to society, and so we will be complete. Once we 

are born we separate ourselves from people and from society. If we have animals 
to raise us, we will become animals. By putting it this way we only wish to 
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point out that we cannot separate ourselves from friends. We become human 
beings because we have learned from the society that taught us. 


Normally, we understand that it is hardest for a person to understand himself 
fully. It is said that those who claim to be the strongest are those who are 
able to control themselves. People wish to be able to control themselves and 
to make progress. Meanwhile, friends can reflect and build us up directly and 
indirectly. 


Because of this, the /revolutionary proletariat/ has set up the principles of 
the expansion of materials and also society, and thus uses self-criticism and 
informing on others as the principle of internal improvement and construction. 
However, the problem is: what is the purpose of the criticism, who is it for, 
and how is it done? 


Each time we criticize and inform on each other we should understand well the 
purpose of criticism. The purpose of criticism is to bring change and progress 
in the one who is criticized and informed on; it is not at all done to take 
advantage of another, to win or lose, or to cut each other to pieces. On the 
contrary, it is to look for ways to prevent ourselves from being more deficient. 
Thus, we must be reasonable, and aim for the truth. If there is no truth, then 
do not say anything. 


Those who are criticized must sincerely accept it if it is true, and then change 
themselves. But if it is not true you do not have to accept it. Not only is 

it to be rejected, but we must in return criticize those who criticized us 
insincerely. If the one who criticized does not base it on fact, he will turn 
out to be a provocateur and look for ways to destroy his friends’ progress. 


A victim of criticism always has the right to express his opinions on the matter 
which he was informed on. When your class committee told you that whether it 

is right or wrong you must accept it, this demonstrated their own ignorance of 
the facts. If there are any high-level people with this view they are most 
dangerous. Meanwhile, if it is true and the victim of the criticism does not 
accept it, it is also most dangerous. In this case they call it a "disease 
inside the body." This disease could damage this type of person, and they will 
certainly fali from the ranks of the revolution. 


We would like to answer only your first question for now. As for the second 
question about supplementary education to help cadres become efficient, we 
would like to discuss this in the next issue. 


9884 
CSO: 4206/79 


54 








LAOS 


RESISTANCE TROOPS QUIT, DESCRIBE LINKS WITH THAI OFFICIALS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 27 Jan 84 pp 1, 4 
/Article: "Those Who Serve the Reactionary Exiles Will Only Die"/ 


/Text/ Those who serve the reactionary exiles have no future; each day they 
only wait for their death. 


Mr Soubin, 22, a farmer in Ban I-lai, Nam Kiang Canton, Nasaithong District, 
Vientiane Capital; Mr Phaivan, 19, of Ban I-lai, Nam Kiang Canton, Nasaithong 
District, Vientiane Capital; and Mr Bouathong, 19, a native of Ban Beungkhan, 
Beungsai Canton, Dong Sedone District, Saravane Province, who now lives in Ban 
Pak Het, Nam Kiang Canton, Nasaithong District, Vientiane Capital--all of these 
fled to the Thai border to cooperate with the reactionary exiles and then 
returned to Laos, and have together recently announced the disclosure of the 
masks of the reactionary exiles who are the henchmen of the Beijing reactionaries 
and the American imperialists and henchmen of other reactionary forces to our 
news and radio reporters. In particular, Mr Soubin and Mr Phaivan said that 

both of them fled to the Thai border on 7 May 1983 along with three other friends 
by swimming across from Hat Don Chan Beach on the Lao border to Ban Hoasai in 

Si Cheng Mai on the Thai border. When they reached the Thai border Thai officials 
arrested them and jailed them in Si Chiang Mai District for 6 days. Then they 
were moved to the Detention Center /pc/ in Nongkhai District next to the Nongkhai 
refugee camp. Later, a henchman of “the reactionary exiles named Mr Akhane came 
to persuade them to be reactionary soldiers in the Ban Phakkha camp on the Thai 
border located on the bank of the Mekong River opposite Paksan District in Laos. 


Meanwhile, Mr Akhane gave them guns. He had 29 men who were completely armed. 
Mr Soubin and Mr Phonsai said there was no training at all in the camp. Every 
day they were asked to find food for Mr Akhane until the day they were ordered 
to cross over to loot along the Lao border. They were commanded by Mr Akhane 
to operate in Ban Houai Saiphan, Ban Hai, Ban Siang Le, Ban Na Khanthoung, Ban 
Vang Heua, and in the mountainous area in Thoulakhom. All supplies of food and 
weapons were provided by Dr Thonglit Chokpengboun and Dr Thongin, who were Thai. 
After they had been working for a while with the reactionary exiles in these 
villages under Mr Akhane's command, they decided to escape to report to Lao 
officials on 26 September 1983 along with a complete set of weapons. 
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Mr Bouathong told our reporter that they fled to the Thai border on 7 May 1983 
from Hat Don Chan Beach to Ban Houasai, Si Chieng Mai. They were arrested by 
Thai officials and jailed in Si Chiang Mai District for 6 days. They then were 
put in the DC in Nongkhai District. In June 1983 a reactionary exile named 
Bounma persuaded them to become Lao reactionary exiles in the Ban Phakkha Camp. 
During their stay in the camp there was not training. What they did each day 
was only to find food for Mr Bounma. In August 1983 they were sent across to 
mobilize /the people/ on the Lao border. Mr Bounma himself was the commander 
with 20 men in arms, and he himself brought weapons and food. 


Mr Bouathong added that he took advantage of the crossing to work on the Lao 
side to surrender himself and the weapons to the LPDR officers who were stationed 
in Ban Siang Le Tha. 


In response to a reporter's question as to why they decided to return to surrender 
to LPDR officers, Mr Soubin, Mr Phaivan, and Mr Bouathong together said that it 
was because they realized they were misled and had become traitors to their 
country. They were concerned about their parents and families, and realized 

that they would only be waiting for their deaths when they served the reactionary 
exiles. Thus, they decided to return to the country. Once they did so, they 

felt as if they had been reborn, and they were generously pardoned by the party 
and government. 


At the end all three of them maintained that they would be honest to the country 
and to the people, and would try to train themselves to become good citizens 

and beloved children of the party and government. They were determined to take 
part in their duty as assigned by the nation and the people. 


9884 
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LAOS 


VIENTIANE PROVINCE POPULATION, SECURITY, AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT SURVEYED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 31 Jan 84 pp 2 ,4 
/Feature Article by Bounseun Sengmani: "Vientiane Nowadays"/ 


/Excerpts/ Vientiane Province, which has just been separated from Vientiane 
Capital, has a fairly large area of approximately 17,340 square kms. Part of 

its border adjoins the nation's capital. Its northern part adjoins Luang Prabang 
and Sayabouri Provinces, the south adjoins Khammouan, and on the west it adjoins 
Thailand. It has 9 districts, 80 cantons, and 712 villages, and a total popula- 
tion of over 300,000 people including 41,982 families who migrated from various 
places throughout the country. It has many ethnic groups and aliens. One-third 
of the total population are ethnic groups who have settled in the mountainous 
areas. 


By being under the close guidance of the party central committee, the government, 
the party committee, and all levels of administrative committees, Vientiane 
Province has become an important strategic province of the country. /The super- 
vising/ organizations have paid special attention to transforming and improving 
the structure and the organization of the party, administrative committees, and 
the mass organizations at each provincial level down to the base, working to 
promote the quality of the cadres and party members, e.g., guiding cadres. 
Vientiane Province has fairly convenient communications and transportation 
resulting in regular contact between the flatland and the hard-to-reach moun- 
tainous area. Most of the people engage in agriculture and handicraft weaving. 


Agricultural production is also making progress. Production techniques have 

been improved and expanded continuously, especially in the Vientiane Plain in 
Phon Hong, Sanakham, and Paksan Districts where they have been able to effectively 
meet the demand for food supplies. The people have a heritage of diligence, 
solidarity, and mutual cooperation, and of never yielding to the enemy. 

Vientiane Province has advanced to a new era, an era of economic base and fine 
national cultural construction. The people of ethnic groups in Vientiane 
Province have a high awareness of the collective mastery and ownership of the 
country. They have resisted and stopped all the destructive activities of the 
enemies who hope to provoke and work against the political policies of the party 
and the government, resulting in peace and happiness in Vientiane Province. The 
people have a chance to make a living peacefully. This year in particular, 
although Vientiane Province encountered the moving of new offices and organizations 
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and bad weather in the early part of the year, with the attentive guidance of 
the party committee and the administrative committee as the driving force in 
organizing and working in the sections and districts plus the diligent heritage 
of the people, in the past year they were able to attain many basic victories. 
Wet rice paddies were 50,470 hectares, a 1.5 percent increase when compared 
with that of last year, and there was a 7.1 percent increase in income over 
last year. Their dry-season rice-growing was done in 207 hectares, and the 
outcome exceeded last year's by 213 tons. The highland cultivation area was 
10,179 hectares and produced 45.38 tons. As for secondary crops, e.g., 859 
hectsres of corn yielded 1,080 tons, exceeding last year's by 30 percent, and 
270 « .tares of tobacco yielded 190 tons; 4,417 hectares of cultivation area 
haa access to irrigation in both dry and rainy seasons. There were 71 agricul- 
tural co-op units with 2,240 families; 8 units were added, and the cultivation 
area was 2,023 hectares or 73 percent when averaged with the total number of 
farmer families. Animal raising was expanded as follows. There were 93,535 
buffalo, 63,337 cattle, 155,098 pigs, 3,285 sheep and goats, and 533,500 
poultry. There were 69 hospitals of which 9 were district and 60 were canton 
hospitals. 


9884 
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LAOS 


LPA OFFICER PROFILED ; HOSPITAL DUTIES DESCRIBED 
Vientiane MEGNING LAO in Lao Feb 84 p 4 
[Article by Souvanpheng Boupphanouvong: “Lieutenant Thoumma"™] 


[Excerpt] Her [diffident] manner and shyness made us a bit reluctant to 
dig into her past achievments. With a soft voice and a stammer as she 
recalled her past life and activities, she said she was a daughter of the 
Phouan [tribe] in Ban Siviengsai, Gnot Ngum Canton, Pek District, Xieng 
Khouang Province. 


In 1970 Miss Thoumma began her military life by volunteering to become a 
combatant in the women ground artillery forces. It was this military 
life that formed her as a true revolutionary combatant. Though she did 
not have a chance to confront any enemies, she effectively ensured the 
[rear work], e.g., by transporting bullets, food supplies, etc. and by 
taking part in guarding and military training. 


She carried out this work with high persistance. Although she encountered 
many difficulties she successfully carried out the work assigned by the 
higher echelons. Because of this outstanding achievement the higher 
echelons sent her to learn [food preparation] in Vietnam. 


In 1978 she worked in Hospital 103. Though she now has her own family 

and four small children, she has endured all difficulties in order to 
serve the patients in this hospital. She has been assigned to cook just 
for the cadre building. This means serving patients of lieutenant level 
and higher. However, the patient building is over a kilometer from the 
place where the food is prepared. Every day she has to prepare food and 
push a food and drink cart to serve the patients on time, rain or shine. 
The female patients she serves are few. There are only four and most of 
them are mothers with babies. She has to serve over 30 patients. Sometimes 
water and firewood are in short supply and there is not enough for her 
female patients. She is self-sufficient by searching for firewood herself 
in order to ensure that the food preparation is done on time. 
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LAOS 


BRIEFS 


RICE REQUIREMENTS REPORTED--Mr Worathep Suphadun, commerce advisor stationed 
in the embassy in Vientiane, reported on the situation of Laos's rice 
production and needs for the year 1983. Laos has a population of about 4 
million people and has about 4,100,000 rai of land to plant rice on. The 
important areas of cultivation include Sawan khwaeng, Champasak district; 
Vientiane; Khammuan, etc. Rice production in the 1982-83 production year, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Cooperatives of Laos revealed, 
totaled approximately 1,092,350 tons. In production year 1983/1984 it is 
expected to decrease to approximately 1,000,357 tons because Laos has 
experienced periods of drought, with rain level statistics for almost all 
provinces below normal, and rice production for 1983-84 is 18.5 percent 
below target. During the same interval it is expected that Laos will need 
1,128,960 tons of rice for food and another 29,714 tons for seed, or 
altogether 1,158,674 tons. When this is compared with anticipated production 
Laos is short no less than 157,000 tons of rice. Or, put another way, in 
1984 Laos will have to import no less than 100,000 tons of rice from abroad. 
[Text] [Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 1 Mar 84 pp 3, 14) 9937 


BORDER KIDNAPPING VICTIM--Laos brazenly seize Thais, ask for ransom. The 
[Police] superintendent of Ubon Ratchathani ordered contacts and 
negotiations to get him back. He was revealed to be a Thai with a Lao wife 
on the other side. News reports from Ubon Ratchathani Province state that 
on this past 20 February five Lao wearing comouflage uniforms with guns led 
by Mr Champi Saisut, a citizen of Namuang village, Nawaeng subdistrict, 
Khemmarat District, whose wife lives across in Lao territory, together 
seized Mr Sino Rakthai and Mr Wichian Saenchannuam, citizens of Namuang 
Village, Nawaeng subdistrict, Khemrat district, and crossed over to the Lao 
side. The news report also said that on 22 February the Laos released Mr 
Sino, directing him to tell relatives of Mr Wichian to have 70,000 baht 
brought right away to ransom Mr Wichian. At present Police Colonel Naep 
Sirichanya, provincial police superintendent for Ubon Ratchathani ordered the 
provincial police chief of Khemmarat district to make contacts to get 

Mr Wichian back. [Text] [Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 24 Feb 84 p 3] 9937 








VIENTIANE STATE TRADE SECTION--On the afternoon of 17 February 1984 the 
board of directors of the Vientiane State Trade Section held its 1983 
annual report. On this occasion Mr Oraphin, the director of the Vientiane 
State Trade Section, made a speech reporting on the achievements scored 
by the workers in the last year. They achieved 63.18 percent of the 
purchasing, 81.06 percent of goods circulation and distribution, and 
83.92 percent of goods sales. They handed cver 101.46 percent of the 
revenue in the budget. He also pointed out the expansion of goods 
circulation to rural areas, e.g., the expansion of the people's trade 
co-op network, in which there are now 27 people's collective trade co-ops 
network, in which there are now 27 people's collective trade co-ops that 
are purchasing goods for the government such as rice and forest products. 
[Excerpts] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 20 Feb 84] 9884 


VIETIANE MEDICAL UNIVERSITY--After the nation's liberation on 2 December 1975, 
Vietiane Medical University changed its educational system. It has a good 
educational system by having studies for learning in depth with [a complete 
interchange of knowledge] between professors and students. The students 
in this institute are all children of working people from every province. 
In the ceremony to summarize the 1982-83 academic year, "r Gnenala 
Chounlamani, chief of the medical university board of directors, said that 
because this school continued from the old regime, we therefore consider 
it as having a single purpose of determined transformation and construction 
in order to become a modern, advanced public health center participating 
in defending and constructing our socialist country. This institute 
consists of four sections: six classrooms for [medical science], two 
classrooms for [pharmaceutical science], four classrooms for mid-level 
dentistry, and two classes for mid-level [pharmaceutical science]. In 

the 1982-83 academic year there were a total of 980 students including 

741 high-level students, 121 high-level and 28 mid-level students of 
pharmaceutical science, and 90 in mid-level dentistry. Besides studying 
theory they also learn on the job. The best thing about it is that in 
this academic year there has been an improvement and extensive expansion 
in courses on traditional medicine, the [study of diseases], and children's 
diseases, which had never been taught before. Intern practice has been 
carried out according to the school plan. [Excerpts] Wientiane PASASON 
in Lao 23 Feb 84 p 2] 9884 


LIVESTOCK FIGURES--According to incomplete figures for 1983, e.g., the 
animal husbandry of the people of ethnic groups all over the country, there 
was a total of 958,000 cattle and buffalo including 910,000 buffalo, a 

2 percent increase in comparison with 1982, and 48,000 cattle or a 3 
percent increase from 1982. Meanwhile, the number of small animals 

has had a fairly good increase, e.g., there are 1,420,000 pigs and 

60,000 goats and sheep, an increase of 5,000. The number of poultry 

has also increased. [Excerpt] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 21 Feb 84 p 1] 
9884 
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WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION PARTY MEMBERSHIP--The first congress of the Sayaboury 
Provincial Women's Association opened gloriously on 14-15 December 1983 
with a total of 85 full representatives attending. The attendees cast 
ballots to select the first committee of the women's association consisting 
of 13 comrades including 1 Lao Soung, 6 Lao Theung, 6 Lao Loum, and 10 
comrades who are members of the LPRP. [Excerpts] [Vientiane MEGNING LAO 
in Lao Feb 84 p 4] 9884 


CHAMPASSAK BANK ACTIVITY--In the afternoon of 21 Feb 1984, the Champassak 
branch of the State Bank had a ceremony to review the accomplishments of 1983 
and disseminate information about the 1984 plan. Cadres, state employees, 
the heads of banks from nine towns and one branch office participated in the 
ceremony. During the ceremony, the head of the board of directors of the 
bank stated that during 1983 the Champassak branch took in total savings 
deposits amounting to 3,933,500 kip from the people, cadres and state 
employees within the province, bought a total of 20,000 tons of rice, 
collected more than 5000 tons of rice in agricultural taxes, bought 2513 
tons of coffee beans, and bought 4 million kip worth of forest and farm 
products. Besides that, the bank also took a great interest in improving 
the auditing of financial matters in various departments, offices, organiza- 
tions, factories, enterprises, etc. [Excerpt] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 

1 Mar 84 p 1] 12597 


VIENTIANE PROVINCE WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION--After the liberation of the entire 
country, the women of Vientiane Province became one of the provincial women's 
groups taking part in the construction of the country, side by side with 

the men, united in solidarity into one spirit and one heart. The Women's 
Association [Central Committee for the Lao Patriotic Women's Association] 

has expanded greatly, with 12,139 members altogether and is also affiliated 
with the Youth Organization [Central Committee of the People’s Revolutionary 
Youth Union] and the trade union. Also, a number are members of the LPRP, 
LPRP committees, provincial, district and canton administrative committees, 
directors of schools and of other work areas. There are 1521 of them working 
in such state establishments. Besides this, in the agricultural sector [the 
women's association] has established a labor exchange unit and agricultural 
cooperatives and step by step has changed production from a small scale and 
¢iversified basis. Women [in agriculture] represent 60 percent [of the 
association's membership]. [Excerpt] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 1 Mar 84 p 2] 
12597 


VIENTIANE DISTRICT CO-OP, POPULATION--After the propagandizing and mobilization 
by the committee responsible for setting up the people's trade co-ops throughout 
Vientiane Capital had been carried out from October 1983 to 21 January 1984, it 
is seen to be doing well. In particular, in Saithani under Vientiane Capital, 
people's trade co-op units have been improved and officially set up according 
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to the unexpected policy in all 12 cantons thro: wut the district. The people's 
trade co-op are in Na Fai, Housa Xieng, Na Khwai, Dong Bang, Na Son, Ban Doung, 
Hat Kiang, Tha Ngon, Ban Sai, Ban Sang Sinsai, and Nong Niang cantons. Nong 
Niang Canton was the last canton to organize a district people's trade co-op on 
21 January 1984. All 12 of the people's trade co-op units throughout Saithani 
District that have already been set up have a total of 863 share members, 1,590 
shares, and the total share value is 1.59 million kip. There are 56 on the 
board of directors, and 34 inspection committee members. Saithani District 
consists of 12 cantons, 138 villages, 12,863 families, and a total population 
of 74,766 people. /Text/ /Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 26 Jan 84 pp 1, 4/ 
9884 


OUDOMSAI DISTRICT MILITARY RECRUITMENT (KPL)--In 1983 the local military officers 
and enlisted men of Houn District, Oudomsai Province, all effectively carried out 
their duty in defending their land. During this period, over 200 studied 
politics, combat tactics, and military strategy. The mobilized over 80 youth 

to serve the nation, set up 2 mobile guerrilla companies, inspected and guarded 
on a regular basis, transported agricultural taxes to the flatland, helped the 
people cig /irrigation ditches/ with 180 /laborers/, and helped some of the 
people to harvest. Now they are all carrying out their own duty with determina- 
tion. /Text/ /Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 28 Jan 84 p A6/ 9884 


KHAMMOUAN GUERRILLA (KPL)--In the l-vear period of 1983 guerrilla units in 
various places all over Khammouan Province all actively worked to attain achieve- 
ments for the Third LPRP Congress. During this period they trained in military 
tactics and strategy, and studied politics and different plenums of the party 
central committee on a regular basis. Each district guerrilla also worked in 
cooperation with the regular forces that were protecting localities according to 
the slogan: “When the enemies come we attack; when they leave we determinedly 
build up the economy to help the families." They carried out their small and 

big work 200 times, including in particular guerrilla work, 120 times. They 

were able to suppress in a timely manner the spies and henchmen of the reaction- 
aries who sneaked in to create unrest. Along with careful training in politics 
and military matters, and also fighting against the enemies and defending 
localities so that the people could feel free to make a living, this guerrilla 
unit also attentively carried out the plenum of the party central committee 
concerning the turning of the direction down to the base, mobilizing to imple- 
ment the party policies in their own cantons, and promoting production throughout 
the population base. /Excerpt/ /Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 31 Jan 84 
pp AS, 6/ 9884 7 
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NEW ZEALAND 


SOCIALIST UNITY STATEMENTS BACK LABOR AGAINST NATIONAL PARTY 
Urge for ‘Broad Unity’ 
Auckland NEW ZEALAND TRIBUNE in English 23 Jan 84 p 1 
[Article: "1984 The Fight Is on for Peace, Jobs and a Better Go for Workers!" 


[Text] EVEN as record numbers of jobless school-leavers are being chalked up, 
and as total unemployment figures climb dramatically to 128,540, National 
Government representatives predict an economic recovery in 1984. Once more, 
Tribune asks: 


FOR WHOM? 


Certainly not for those young people whose hopes and ambitions have been so 
cruelly destroyed. 


Nor for the future society which must suffer the social consequences of this 
disgraceful waste of potential human talent and skill. 


The victims of the interminable redundancies as industries either close or 
shift to more profitable locations will not benefit either. 


Neither will the families on poverty line wages who lack adequate food and 
clothing and who see no prospects of buying a home. 


Any recovery will not be sufficient to reach the small business community, 
many of whom are either just hanging on, going to the wall, or becoming 
satellites of monopoly. 


Any Recovery Will Only Benefit the Rich 
Those large monopoly holdings, such as Forest Products and Wattie, which have 


stacked up enormous capital, are aiming to increase it by enlarging their 
holdings. Big shareholders will be enjoying increased dividends. 


And vet New Zealand has many advantages--great natural resources, first-class 
agricultural and forestry industries, scientific, educational, farming and 
engineering skills. 








Why then is there an ever-growing gap between the rich and the poor? 


It is clear that the reins which control the economy are held by the biggest 
industrial and financial monopolies, their overseas connections and the Na- 
tional Government, whose policies are geared to support and enrich then. 


Labour Leader, David Lange, has said that "1984 must see changes.” If these 
changes are to give working people a bigger share of the cake they have 
baked, they themselves will have to play a large part in making the changes. 


An essential first step will be the broad unity of all anti-monopoly, anti- 
National Government forces which will mount a struggle for jobs and homes, for 
a bigger share in the country's wealth and for better social services; in 
other words, for a better standard of living. 

Above all, it must be combined with the struggle for peace and democracy. 

The culmination of such a united struggle can sweep the National Government 
out of office and ensure that policies in the interests of working people are 
implemented by a Labour government. 

The Socialist Unity Party believes that, in the interests of peace and demo- 


cracy, this is the way forward. We, as a working-class Party, will join with 
all others in this fight. 


National Committee Statement 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND TRIBUNE in English 20 Feb 84 p 5 


[Text] NEW ZEALAND'S recent rise in unemployment figures co-incided with the 
following statement from the Socialist Unity Party's National Committee. 


“Capitalism is a society without a future, because it cannot employ its own 
people, the basic source of its wealth." 


Among the other drains in this ‘futureless' system, the report cites: 


--the widening gap between caused by the grasp of the multinational corpora- 
tions and the disease, hunger and illiteracy which accompanies it 


--the failure of seven world conferences of leading capitalist powers to over- 
come their problems 


--the money spent on producing weapons of death, which should be spent on 
production of goods to promote life 


--the huge resources poured into preparing people's minds to accept this ap- 
paling state of affairs. 





The National Government's complicity in all of this was expressed by our 
Prime Minister who said, “That we greatly admire President Reagan and the 
leadership he is giving to the free world.” 


That the admired ‘leadership’ has resulted in international terrorism and the 
global spread of military power, probably doesn't upset our Prime Minister's 
breakfast at all. In fact he has followed President Reagan's lead and de- 
fended the interests of capital in this country by lowering workers’ living 
standards, freezing wages, cutting social services and attacking workers’ 
rights to organise in trade unions. 


He has also promoted the ANZUS Treaty which links New Zealand and Australia 
with the US and its aggressive policies. 


The necessity of defeating this government in this year's elections is seen 
as the SUP's central objective and a key to releasing a new dynamic movement 
of people. 


"If National is to be defeated it will require a strong positive campairn to 
elect Labour,” the report said. 


The committee believes, however, that Labour's economic policy will require 
mass movement pressure if it is to measure up to real needs. 


It called for the emergence of a sound, mass-based, alternative economic 
policy which would firstly require a clear, active campaign through the 
organised working class industrial movement. 


This policy would include putting people back to work, Maori national aspir- 
ations, racial equality, equality between the sexes, a housing programme, 
redistribution of the national income in favour of working people and a 
friendly, independent foreign policy which would lead to a climate of con- 
fidence, reduction of armaments and world peace. 


SUP leaders committed party members to this vigorous election campaign and to 
developing among workers an understanding of the reasons for capitalism's 
difficulties, of the link between the growth of the arms race and the reduc- 
tion of jobs and of the truth about life in socialist countries. 


The committee sees that New Zealand people have a clear choice between two 
policies: the aggressive policies of the present right wing Administration 
of the USA on the one hand and the clearly defined policy of the Soviet Union 
towards averting an arms race on the other. 


Bob Jones, leader of the New Zealand Party showed the stupidity of anti-Soviet 
policies when he asked “Who is the enemy threatening New Zealand? And what 
sense is there in attacking and boycotting one of our biggest customers, the 
Soviet Union, when we should be restoring full diplomatic relations with that 
country and working to improve our common relations?" 
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The SUP will throw all of its resources into supporting the New Zealand 
working class in the urgent tasks which confront it: 


-~-defeating the National Government 

—shaping good Labour Party policies, and 
--making the following peace slogans a reality: 
--MAKE NEW ZEALAND A NUCLEAR FREE ZONE! 
--REMOVE PERSHING AND CRUISE MISSILES! 

--FREEZE ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS! 


For this it needs the active and financial support of its friends. 
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SOCIALIST UNITY PAPER REPORTS FOL ‘NOMINATIONS' 


Auckland NEW ZEALAND TRIBUNE in English 5 Mar 84 p 3 


{Text ] 


A strong rebuff has been 
given to the anti-worker news 
media, the employers and the 
Government with the re- 
nominations unopposed of 
both FOL President, jim Knox 
and Secretary. Ken Douglas 

These are for further terms of 
five and four years respective 
ly 

This display of confidence 
in the leadership of the FOL 
by affiliates comes at a time 
of heightened attacks on the 
trade union movement 

The hopes of the employing 
class that the FOL elections 
would provide the base for fur. 
ther disruption and disunity 
have been firmly dashed 

Tribune congratulates jim 
Knox and Ken Douglas on their 
re-nominations and calls for a 
continuation of the positive 


leadership given by the FOL 
over recent years in mobilising 
workers around these ssues 
@ The defence of living stan- 
dards: 
® peace 
@ the defeat of the National 
Government 

Seven nominations for the 
four positions on the FOL 
executive have been announ- 
ced. They are the four sitting 
members, Ashley Russ (Car. 
penters’ Union), Wes Cameron 
(Canterbury Meat Workers’ 
Union), Bill Andersen (Nor- 
thern Drivers’ Union) and Rob 
Campbell (Shop Employees’ 
Association), and Bob Cowley 
(Auckland Branch, Engineers’ 
Umon), Pat Kelly (Wellington 
Caretakers’ and Cleaners’ 
Union) and Geoff Watts (Auck- 
land Branch, New Zealand 
Workers’ Union) 


NEW ZEALAND 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST REPORTS SUGAR IMPORTATION 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 84 p 6 
[Article by Orlando F. Aquino] 


[Text] Reports that the country is importing sugar have sent shock waves of 
disbelief and dismay not only in business circles but among the general pub- 
lic as well. They can't imagine that the Philippines, a major sugar power, 
should now be importing 300,000 tons of sugar worth at least $47 million. 


According to our information, the sugar is being unloaded at the port of 
lloilo on barges which bring the commodity to the Bacolod City reclamation 
site where it is then transported by truck to Pulupandan and reloaded again on 
barges to a milling company in Victorias, Negros Occidental. 


The reports even identified the ships which ferried the sugar as Ocean Hero, 
Grand Faith, Aegis Practic, Tibati, Neptune Ruby, Charalambos F, and others, 
and that they have been unloading the sugar since January. 


How did all this come about? Why the circuitous route? Has it got something 
to do with earlier reports of the disappearance of over 300,000 tons of domes- 
tic sugar from the warehouses? Indeed, the government agencies concerned have 
a lot of explaining to do. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MANILA ELECTRIC EMPLOYEES TAKE MASS LEAVE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Mar 84 p 24 


[Text] Some 4,000 rank-and-file employes of the Manila Electric Co. (Meralco) 
went on mass leave and vacation leave, yesterday after negotiations with man- 
agement on a new collective bargaining agreement (CBA) bogged down. 


Operations in the more than 20 branches of Meralco in Metro Manila and nearby 
suburbs were affected by the mass actions, according to Nomer Villalobos, 
president of the Meralco Employees’ and Workers’ Association. Some branches, 
including the main office in Ortigas, were almost completely paralyzed by 
lunch time, Villalobos said. 


Public Information Director Francisco de Leon, speaking in behalf of manage- 
ment, issued a different report. He said that “only a few employees actually 
went on sick leave and vacation leave." De Leon added the group "failed in 
its attempt to drum up a band wagon effect.” 


Villalobos said the employee went to their offices merely to get their P1,000 
bonus even in relation to the “Employes' Day" which the power firm celebrated 
last Saturday. They then either went home, or filed their sick leaves and 
vacation leaves all at the same time. 


Since Tuesday afternoon, the rank-and-file employes at Meralco's main office 
in Ortigas have been marching around the company premises carrying placards 
and streamers demanding for higher wages, and other benefits. It was during 
last Tuesday's march that the union reportedly decided to go on mass leaves to 
press for their demands. 


The union is demanding a total increase of P2,000 spread over a three-year 
period broken down as follows: P600, first year; P700 second year; and P700, 
third year. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EMERGENCY COAL IMPORT SOUGHT 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 84 p 8 


[Article by Ray Magallanes] 


[Text] THE National Coal Authority (NCA) has asked for an emergency importa- 
tion of $22-million worth of coal to shore up the country's dwindling supply 
of high-grade coal being used by 17 local cement producers. 


The NCA said that unless high-grade coal is available shortly, the cement 
plants will be forced to suspend operations in the next few weeks. 


While the country has ample supply of coal, the quality of local coal is far 
below the desired grade of the boilers used by cement plants in their oper- 
ations, that they have to use more coal to run their equipment. 


ENERGY Deputy Minister Antonio V. del Rosario said yesterday that the NCA 
has requested a coal importation of some 450,000 metric tons, 100,000 tons 
of which should be shipped in immediately so as not to disrupt cement produc- 
tion. 


He said that the cement producers wouid shift back to the use of oil as fuel 
if high-grade coal is not available Before their conversion to coal, the 
cement plants consume about $50-million worth of oil fuel annually. 


Of the 60 coal mines operating in the country, only two or three produce high- 
grade coal, but their monthly output could not meet the demand of all the 17 
coal-fired cement plants. 


The Semirara Coal Mines located off Antique province in the Visayas, which is 
considered as the country's largest coal mine, has been producing low-grade 
coal for blending with high-grade coal to pass as fuel for the boilers of 
cement plants. 


Boilers of cement companies vere designed by the German company Poysius Krupp 
A.G. to consume coal with a grade of some 9,500 BTU, Local coal have grades 
of only 7,800 BUT according to the energy ministry. 
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THE Development Bank of the Phils (DBP) financed the conversion of the fuel 
equipment of 14 cement plants at some P40 million per plant, giving the in- 
stallation contract exclusively to Polysius Krupp A.C. 


The NCA said the imported coal might come from either Australia or Canada, 
which last year's coal importation. But it's considering the prospects of 
importing coal from China, which has an adequate supply of high-grade coal. 


The shortage of high-grade coal was disclosed the other day by Alfredo Velayo, 
president of Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corp. (MMIC), also a heavy user 
of coal like the cement plants and the National Power Corp. (NPC). 


MMIC alone would be eating up close to one million metric tons of coal when 
its Nonoc nickel plant resumes full operations next month. The domestic 
production of coal this vear is estimated at some 1.6 million only--more than 
80 percent of which is below the desired grade or quality. 
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PHILIPPINES 


TEACHER KILLED IN NPA ATTACK ON POLL REGISTRATION 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 84 pp 1, 6 


[Text } 

PAGADIAN CITY — A teacher- Ban elementary exhesl. 6 
chairman of a citizens election ar yrocd a eae py 
committee (CEC) was shot dead dent of P . 
while two persons, including one Paran was reportedly 
CEC member, were reportedly killed when he tried wo 
taken hostage by the New People's stop the rebele from 
Army (NPA) in barangay Layason, snetching registration 
Tambulig, Zamboange del maternals 
Sur. during the remetre- Paran died on the spot 
Se before a group of ternfied 

Several registration —" 
precincta were aleo re rebels fled to «@ 
portedly invaded by re- forest with their hostages 
hele who snatched reg- Tambulig Mayor Egme 
stration forms and other dio Edarie said other 
materiale from CEC groupe of heavily armed 
members rebels also invaded the 

Col Romeo Abendan, registration precincts im 
provincial commander other barangays 
and police superinten. Similar incidents were 
dent, sdentified the slain also reported in several 
CEC chairman as Onofre mountain villages in 
Peren, 35, of Layason Zamboange de! Sur where 
Elementary School close & 100 ballot boxes 

Held hostages by the were carted away during 
NPA were Ramon Me. the Jan 27 plebiecite 
pute, 32. teacher, of Tulu- (Tony Pe Rimando) 
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PHILIPPINES 


CENTRAL BANK RAPPED FOR ‘SITTING’ ON LOAN OFFER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Mar 84 p 8 
[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] THE Central Bank was blamed yesterday for delaying action on a $75- 
million loan offered by the Wardley Limited of Hongkong to help the State 
Investment House pay its money market investors and creditors. 


Creditors and investors of State Investment said the CB inaction has delayed 
payment of their money claims and the eventual resumption of operations of the 
ailing investment house. 


The $75-million loan offer was made late last year by the Wardley Limited, a 
merchant banking subsidiary of the Hongkong Shanghai Banking Corp., in order 
to meet mounting money claims against State Investment. 


Wardley has about 25 percent equity investment in State. 


"The CB has been sitting on the Wardley offer despite the continuing financial 
difficulties of State," creditors said yesterday. 


CB deputy governor Carlota Valenzuela, who is acting CB conservator for State 
Investment, vas unavailable for comment on the charges. Mrs. Valenzuela, who 
is in charge of the supervision and examination sector, “was busy,” her secre- 
tary said. 


They also charged that it was unfair for the CB to continue imposing 24 per- 
cent interest on advances to State Investment, while they were being paid 
only an effective rate of nine percent for their money market placements. 


“The CB appears to be interested only in protecting its own heavy exposure in 
the State Investment, while investors cling to the hope that they will eventu- 
ally be paid,” they said. 


They added that during a recent creditors’ meeting, the CB said it did not 
find any “anomalies” in SIHI's operations, and that SIHI has enough assets 
to meet its obligations. 








WHEN it declared a 90-day forced rollover last December 12, State Investment 
had Pl1.2 billion of liabilities against about P2 billion of assets. 


“If that is the case, what is keeping the CB from allowing State to accept 
the Wardley offer so that we can be paid?” the creditors asked. 


State Investment has declared another 90-day extension of its debt moratorium 
when the previous freeze expired last March 12. 


In the meantime, the creditors said, State offered various payment schemes, 
including: 


--An offsetting of placements against borrowings that are both in the name of 
the same investors. 


-~~Payment in the form of real properties. 
~-Initial payment of five percent or P15,000, whichever is higher, with the 


balance of the placement payable every quarter, subject to the collection of 
State's receivables. 
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PHILIPPINES 


GALMAN DEAD BEFORE AQUINO, CASTODIO ALLEGEDLY TOLD LAWYER 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Mar 84 pp 3, 6 


[Text] A LAWYER who said he was a friend of Rolando Calman told the Agrava 
board yesterday that PAF Col. Arturo Custodio had told him that the man al- 
leged to be Aquino's assassin and later identified as Rolando Galman, was 
already dead at the time of the assassination. 


The lawyer, Jose Espino, said Custodio gave the information to him Aug. 23, 
tow days after former Sen. Benigno S. Aquino Jr. was killed at the Manila 
International Airport, when he visited the military official at the latter's 
residence in Quezon City. 


Espino said Custodio made the disclosure about Galman in the presence of 
Custodio's family members and guests, although the Air Force officer did not 
know yet at shat time that it was Galman who was shot at the airport. 


“Custodio told me that he went to the MIA to investigate on his own a day after 
the Aquino assassination,” Espino said. At the airport, Custodio reportedly 
was able to interview a number of airport employes but it was not brought out 
at yesterday's hearing who these employes vere. 


Espino quoted Custodio as saying, "“Mgu tarantado sila. Patay no ‘yong tao 
nang itapon nila sa airport.” 


Col. Custodio described Espino's reported testimony as “fantastic and a big 
lie.” 


Custodio said it was impossible for him to have talked to Espino about Galman 
or the circumstances of his death two days after the Aquino assassination, as 
claimed, because he met Espino at least one month after the Aquino slay. 


Custodio eiso said he could not have talked to Espino about Galman so soon 
after the Aquino incident because the body of Galman itself was identified 
only after several days. 


Espino, who was one of those ordered arrested by the board last week for their 


failure to appear at a scheduled hearing o€ the probe body, aleo testified 
that: 
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--He heard a foreigner, probably an American, say at the Aquino wake, that he 
actually saw Aquino being shot by a soldier and that other foreigners present 
in the wake say the same thing, however, he was not able to find out the 
identity of the foreigner. 


--He was the lawyer approached by Lina Lazaro, Galman's common-law-wife, for 
the release of Galman from the Camp Olivas stockade in San Fernando, Pampanga 
where he was then detained under a presidential commitment order. 


--At that time, Galman was then facing murder and robbery charges. There was 
no charge whatsoever against him for subversion, Espino said. 


--Col. Custodio accompanied him on the second time he visited Galman at the 
stockade. Espino said he met Custodio through a previous client, Mario 
Mana, who, like Galman, was detained at Camp Olivas under a PCO. 


--Galman was released from the stockade in Feb. 1982, not through Espino's 
efforts but through a radio message from the Ministry of National Defense. 


--Galman said Custodio appeared to him as close friends because when Custodio 
visited Galman with Espino, Galman greeted the Air Force officer rather warm- 
ly. 


Meanwhile, the National Bar Association of the Philippines led by its presi- 
dent Raul Gonzalez, lashed at the board yesterday for its statement that the 
allegations of Galman's step daughter Roberta Masibay, about Gen. Fabian C. 
Ver, was “without any value." 


Gonzalez said the board should make assessments of evidence submitted before 
it only after it has received all evidence on the assassination. 


"It is rather premature for the board to assess evidence now," Gonzalez said. 


Masibay had implicated Gen. Ver in the disappearance of Lina Lazaro, her 
mother and Calman's common-law-wife for the last 10 years. 
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PHILIPPINES 


JUDGE RULES ON MILITARY RELEASE OF PCO DETAINEES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 28 Mar 84 p 28 


[Text] The military has been ordered to put a stop in the arbitrary release 
of political detainees whese presidential commitment orders have been lifted. 


Regional Trial Court (RTC) Judge Jaime M. Lantin issued the order following 
the release of Marco Palo from military custody last January. 


Palo, together with Alan Jasmines and several other alleged members of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, had been accused with subversion after he 
was held under arrest by the military last April 27, 1982. A PCO was issued 
against him preventing the accused from posting the P16,000 bail recently 
fixed by the court. 


In a court order, Judge Lantin ruled that the lifting of PCO against the ac- 
cused only releases him from executive custody. 


The RTC assailed the military for Palo's release, saying that they have no 
jurisdiction over the accused who, together with his codefendants had already 
been arraigned aid tried in court. 


Despite the fact that Palo's release from military custody had been approved 
by the President and made under the instruction of Minister Juan Ponce Enrile, 
Judge Lantin, said that this is without prejudice to the proper action the 
court may take. 


He said the accused should have been turned over to the court and his release 
should have been coursed through the court for proper disposition. 


The RTC judge likewise recommended that rules and regulations to govern the 
release of an accused whose PCO has been lifted or suspended be set up. 


Despite the RTC's order, Palo was released after posting the required bail 
bond. 


Judge Lantin said no objections have been registered by the city fiscal's of- 
fice for the granting of bail as no evidence have so far been presented by 
prosecution lawyers to prove that Palo had really taken up arms against the 
government. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OPLE RECEIVES REPORT ON 1984 FIRST QUARTER LAYOFFS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 29 Mar 84 p 5 


[Text] Some 25,000 workers, most of them in Metro Manila, were laid off dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1984, the Labor Statistics Service (LSS) headed by 
Sonia Castro reported to Labor Minister Blas F. Ople through Deputy Labor 
Minister Vicente Leogardo Jr. 


As Ople prepared the MOLE to help laid-off workers get new jobs in the country 
or overseas, he expressed optimism that the country's lay-off rate would not 
be so bad because of the Filipino businessmen's adaptability and resiliency. 


The Employers Confederation of the Philippines (ECOP) had earlier conducted 

a survey covering 256 companies to determine the extent to which restrictions 
on dollar allocations and domestic credit had resulted in slowdowns and shut- 
downs. 


Of the 256 firms, Ople said, about 110 had scheduled suspension of normal op- 
erations. 


Leogardo, on the other hand, told Minister Ople that most of the firms were 
able to adapt to the adverse conditions and managed to continue operations. 


He reported that these firms resorted to measures that softened the impact of 
the crisis on their workers. 


Instead of laying off people, many firms rotated their workers or lessened 
the number of working hours. The workers agreed to such measures. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


MINISTER PRAISES LARGE-SCALE SOVIET AID TO AGRICULTURE 


Hanoi KHOA HOC VA KY THUAT NONG NGHIEP in Vietnamese Nov 83 
QD 48 5-45 ¢ 


| Article by Agriculture Minister Nguyen Ngoc Triu: '' Soviet Aid in the Devel- 
opment of Vietnamese Agriculture" | 


|Text! Along with the common changes in all economic sectors, our coun- 
try's agriculture has made important steps forward and achievements on the 
road to progress full of difficulties and hardship. These achievements could 
not be separated from the leadership role of the VCP and the state, nor from 
the endeavors and efforts of all echelons and sectors and the hard work and 
creativity of tens of millions of working farmers and agricultural workers 
throughout the country. These achievements musi also be closely linked with 
the great, impartial and effective assistance of the party, state and people of 
the Soviet Union, the fraternal socialist countries and progressive people all 
over the world. 


Back in those early days of the victorious August Revolution, especially after 
the establishment of relations between the two countries, along with the coop- 
eration and assistance in many fields, the party, state and people of the Sovi- 
et Union were offering Vietnam's agriculture a great and precious assistance. 
In the final days of the tough war of resistance against the French colonialists, 
many agricultural cadres began to be sent to the Soviet Union for training. 
From a very small number of science-technology and management cadres at 
the beginning,we were reinforced by more and more cadres of all kinds who 
had been trained in the Soviet Union and now returned to the country to work. 
Those Soviet-trained cadres are currently working in many agricultural pro- 
duction and management fields, from local to central. A large number of 
them are working in colleges, advanced schools and agricultural middle 
schools, where they have made positive contributions and are holding deserv- 


ing positions. 








Right after peace had been restored in one-half of the country (1954), with 
our policy requiring quick establishment of a system of schools to train ca- 
dres within the country in order to satisfy the production and construction 
needs, the Soviet Union had already sent to our country experienced cadres 
to assist us in setting up teaching programs anda system of training for dif- 
ferent sectors and occupations. Vietnam's first college of agriculture was 
built with assistance and equipment from the Soviet Union. It is one of the 
schools of the largest training scale in the country. Today, it still continues 
to receive equipment and machinery as supplemental aid from the Soviet 
Union. Recently the Soviet Government gave us all of the equipment and sent 
an entire group of teaching cadres specialized in nine different fields for the 
training of agricultural mechanics to the Vietnam~-Soviet Union School for 
Engineering Workers. Through the program to be tested and positive results 
in this school, we will have more experience in the training of a group of 
skilled agricultural mechanics, who will be helping to achieve mechanization 
and electrification of agriculture in the future. 


In the activities that help to promote development of agricultural production 
in our country, the cooperation with the Soviet Union in conducting scientific 
research plays a very important role. The Soviet Union has helped us to de- 
termine the key scientific and technical matters on which we should concen- 
trate our efforts to resolve. With direct assistance from Soviet technicians 
we have built tens of advanced scientific and technical programs in agricul- 
ture. These programs are keeping together our country's scientific and tech- 
nical cadres and guiding their activities in agriculture. At present, our in- 
stitutes, centers and organs doing agricultural scientific and technical re- 
search have many research subjects requiring our cooperation with their 
counterparts in the friendly country. Within the framework of cooperation dic 
tated by these subjects, each year many Soviet scientists come to work in our 
country, and many Vietnamese scientists go to work in the Soviet Union. 
Some of Vietnam's agricultural research institutes have also received equip- 
ment and machinery of various kinds from Soviet laboratories. 


As early as in 1956, the Soviet Government assisted us in equipping 10 agri- 
cultural-chemistry laboratories and sent technicians over to help us to make 
soil maps of the north. On the basis of early documents, those technicians 
helped to train a group of our cadres to be very familiar with the contents and 
method of making analyses, evaluating potentialities and making soil maps in 
order to extend them to other parts of the country. Those precious documents 
helped our party and state to evaluate the resources of Vietnam's soil and on 
that basis to have accurate positions in determining plans for the development 
of agriculture and forestry. 


In the period of economic recovery and development of 1957-1960, along with 
the collectivization of agriculture, we adopted the policy of building 
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state-operated agricultural installations. Early in 1961, we and the Soviet 
Union signed an accord about the latter helping us to build the state farm sec- 
tor, with an immediate goal of building 42 state farms. Right in those early 
years, our friendly technicians along with our cadres were going to many re- 
mote places to mobilize manpower, to organize production, to use the pieces 
of machinery obtained from the friendly country's aid and to form the state- 
operated socialist agricultural enterprises. In the beginning, as we had not 
had any experience in planting some new crops in a concentrated manner, nor 
in organizing and managing production, the Soviet Union sent many groups of 
cadres over to directly help us. in a number of activities, it sent over expe- 
rienced advisers to directly work with Vietnamese cadres and to offer their 
ideas in the process of handling and resolving any problems arising from the 
production realities. In addition to technicians, the friendly country also sent 
to our country many kinds of equipment and machines, such as land-clearing 
machines, tractors, farm machinery, trucks and machines used in the proc- 
essing of such farm products as tea, coffee, pineapple, etc., to assist the 
state farms in their building activities and also various kinds of production 
materials like chemical fertilizers and insecticide. With more equipment 
being added to our material and technical base, and in spite of the fact that 
we had to fight the American imperialists’ war of destruction, the state farms 
in the North were able to clear and open 120,000 hectares of new land and to 
extend the main-planting areas of tea by 15,0/)0 hectares, coffee 5,000 hec- 
tares, citrus crops 5,000 hectares, pineapple 10,000 hectares, rubber 3, 700 
hectares and grass for animal raising 15,000 hectares. 


In order to overcome the shortcomings resulting from our failure to know 
very well the basic situation of the state farms in the early period of construc- 
tion and in order to heal the aftermaths of the war of destruction, at the end 

»f December 1975 the 2 countries signed another accord about the Soviet 

Union helping us to improve 25 state farms and to restore 17 others. The So- 
viet Government also made available to us an important source of capital in 
order to stabilize early production in the existing state farms. So far most 
products, especially the ones that come from the long-term industrial crops 
and fruit trees controlled by the state, have mainly come from deliveries by 
state farms. A fact that has an important significance is that due to the expe- 
rience in building and in organizing and managing production of state farms 

as provided by the Soviet Union, today we are in a position to be able to open 
more than 300 state farms, to grow many kinds of crops and to raise many 
kinds of animals on a nationwide basis and to create a system of socialist all- 
people agricultural ownership. The production management and leadership 
cadres, who are holding key positions and activities in all state farms, are in 
most cases the ones who have been trained and further educated in the 42 state 
farms which the Soviet Union had helped us to build. 
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Continuing to expand the economic cooperation relations in agriculture, in 
November 1976 the Soviet Union and we made a preliminary outline of long- 
term cooperation in connection with a number of major crops like tea, coffee, 
cotton, pineapple, banana, sugar cane, rubber and vegetables an fruits and 
involving a total cultivated area of about 200, 000 hectares. 


Carrying out the accord on the Soviet Union helping us to grow rubber on a co- 
operative basis in the eastern Nam Bo provinces, at the end of 1979 very 
many vehicles, machines, electric power and water equipment and various 
kinds of common and specialized materials were sent to Vietnam and put to 
use in opening new land and growing rubber as new crop. Under the difficult 
conditions in the early days in a newly-opened land area, that aid helped us to 
have favorable conditions following the liberation to carry out both construc - 
tion and production. Out of an area of waste land, so far we have had nearly 
10,000 hectares of rubber planted as new crop in Song Be Province within a 
program of cooperation with the Soviet Union. The accords on growing more 
tea, coffee, vegetables anu fruits are being gradually carried out. 


In order to move forward our agriculture must be built and developed on the 
basis of developing our country's tropical natural resources (including land, 
water, vegetation, animals, light, temperature, and so on) and labor poten- 
tialities (including size, capabilities, organization, ranks, etc. of the work 
force). That is the road of progress that has been determined for our actual 
situation. We are moving forward as our country's industry still is in the 
first steps of its formation, and therefore agriculture must make appropriate 
steps in order to create favorable conditions for industry and for itself and 

to encourage each other to develop. In order to help us to overcome the ini- 
tial difficulties, the Soviet Union was granting us a large amount of capital for 
importing machinery and equipment. The machines and equipment used in 
agriculture have mostly come from the Soviet Union. Nearly 20,000 tractors, 
land-clearing machines, combines, seeders, etc. sent from the friendly coun- 
try and now operating in all parts of our country have made a great contribu- 
tion to the mechanization of the heavy work that requires a lot of toiling in 
agriculture. For the entire duration of the American imperialists’ war of 
destruction, tractors had been effectively supporting the soil-preparing work, 
ensuring on-schedule farming activities and allowing most of the young and 
strong laborers in agriculture to serve and to take part in combat. The 
friendly country has been helping us to gradually build up the necessary mate- 
rial conditions in order first to act on agriculture and to create important 
changes in the latter. So far we have had a machine force that is organized 
into machine stations and units located in 200 districts throughout the country. 
This force is raising the percentage of the soil-preparing work being done 
mechanically to above 30 percent. 


83 








In addition to supplying us with machinery, the Soviet Union has helped us to 
set up a network of relatively perfected installations to repair agricultural 
machinery. Nine facilities for major overhauling of tractors capable of re- 
pairing 250-300 tractors per year helped us to restore enough tractors from 
the ones that had to be brought into such facilities. The Soviet Union has also 
helped us to equip and build 120 minor repair shops and 45 technical mainte- 
nance installations and to set up a service network throughout the country. 
These major overhaul facilities, minor repair shops and maintenance instal- 
lations are the initial material factors that contribute to building the coun- 
try's agricultural machine industry. In charge of managing and using our 
agricultural equipment, machine and service facilities are the science- 
technology and management cadres and skilled workers who have been trained 
either in the Soviet Union or in our country with Soviet assistance. 


We advocate a development of our agriculture through intensive cultivation, 
specialized cultivation, extension of areas, multicropping and combined enter- 
prise. Intensive cultivation actually is the road to development of the social- 
ist agriculture. For us this is even more urgent because our per capita cul- 
tivated area is among the lowest in the world, But the question that is raised 
is what do we rely on to practice intensive cultivation. Under the conditions 
of our still having not enough technical] materials (chemical fertilizers, insec- 
ticide, etc.) and machines to achieve intensive cultivation in the direction that 
many agriculturally developed countries have taken, we must practice inten- 
sive cultivation by investing science and organized and capable labor in agri- 
culture. It is with organized labor, activated and encouraged by rational eco- 
nomic policies, that we can exploit the scientific and technical progresses and 
introduce the latter to intensive cultivation. In addition to exploiting the on- 
the-spot potentialities, while we are not yet capable of providing by ourselves 
the volume of chemical fertilizers necessary to satisfy our intensive cultiva- 
tion needs, we receive from the Soviet Union a major source of chemical fer- 
tilizers. Up to 70-80 percent of the quantities of chemical fertilizers and in- 
secticide that are being used in Vietnam's ricefields have been imported from 
the Soviet Union. The fact that the Soviet Un’-- °° assisting us in investing in 
our industries, particularly electric power, .s: istry, communications and 
transportation, allows these sectors to increase their ability to serve agricul- 
ture better, thus being a way of directly investing in agriculture. 


The great assistance that the party, state and people of the Soviet Union ex- 
tend to Vietnamese agriculture is not solely through material factors but also 
in the process of resolving the actual problems in Soviet agriculture through 
the technicians and advisers working in Vietnam, through our cadres trained 
in the Soviet Union; we thus have more experience and great lessons to learn 
from in order to resolve the practical problems for the benefit of the develop- 
ment of Vietnamese agriculture. 





Fully understanding V.I. Lenin's principle of collectivizatien of agricultural 
production, we have been building cooperatives in various forms from low to 
high, in conformity with the real characteristics of our country. The agri- 
cultural production cooperatives, which are built on the basis of making land 
public properties and collectivizing labor and the major means of production, 
have created a change in production and proved the correctness of the collec- 
tive work system. On the basis of the real characteristics of our country, 
namely, the degree of mechanization being not very high, industry being in- 
capable of equipping agriculture and technical materials to be supplied to 
agriculture being still few, we have invented a form of labor management 
that is quite suitable -- signing product contracts with labor groups and labor- 
ers. As they sought to understand this, the Soviets greatly supported us. 


In the course of building and developing our country's agricultural science 
and technology, we have learned, analyzed and appli: : the Soviet experiences, 
both successes and failures. In the fields of agricultural zoning and planning, 
crop growing, animal husbandry, economic management and agricultural 
mechanization, we have so far determined the directions for scientific re- 
search, on that basis set up a set of matters and subjects for scientific re- 
search aimed at resolving the problems our production realities require and 
created the scientific bases for attaining the economic goals suggested in the 
VCP resolutions. Accepting and learning from Soviet experiences, we have 
built a network of scientific research organs consisting of specialized insti- 
tutes and research centers working in specific fields in a number of regions. 


In the training of cadres, particularly college-level cadres, the experiences 
of the Soviet Union have been applied quite completely to the building and 
training of our science-technology cadres. As required by the economic ob- 
jectives, the socialist system trains people in accordance with a unified plan 
to operate in scientific and technical activities, as well as in management and 
production. Therefore, our training formula is based on the principle of edu- 
cation; theory going hand in hand with practice, theories being combined with 
realities and schools being closely linked with society; it is further enhanced 
by the friendly country's experience in training its own cadres. 


On the occasion of the 5th anniversary of the signing of the Vietnam -Soviet 
Union friendship treaty, we look back at the road we have traveled which was 
full of difficulties but also full of victories on the agricultural front, to which 
considerable contributions have been made with the assistance of the party, 
state and people of the Soviet Union. We also recognize that the great and to- 
tal assistance that the Soviet Union has extended to us is an impartial one 
based on the principle of proletarian internationalism. The fact that the Sovi- 
et Union assists us is aimed at making us quickly become the owners of and 
effectively use the natural resources of our country, increasing the economic 
strength of the state, improving the standard of living for every Vietnamese 














family and successfully building socialism. Now and in the far future, an 
absolute and total cooperation between Vietnam and the Soviet Union is our 
characteristic. In agriculture, we further extend the broad cooperative re- 
lations with the Soviet Union and do our best to further develop such relations. 
We thank the party, state and people of the Soviet Union for their assistance 
in favor of the development of Vietnam's agriculture and the Soviet agricul- 
tural workers who have wholeheartedly helped us to develop the socialist 
agriculture in accordance with the VCP line. Further developing the results 
of the Soviet Union's assistance, we will surely be doing even better as we 
bring our country's agriculture gradually toward the large-scale socialist 
production. 


The Ministry of Agriculture 
Received on 15 August 1983. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


BRIEFS 


VLETNAM YOUTH FEDERATION CONFERENCE--Hanoi, 29 Mar (VNA)--An enlarged contferencs 
of the Central Committee of the Vietnam Youth Federation was opened here today. 

lt is attended by almost 200 delegates representing 8,000,000 members of th« 
federation throughout the country. The conference will discuss among other 
things a revised constitution of the federation. Huynh Tan Phat, vice president 
‘f the State Council and president of the Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland 
Front Central Committee; and Vu Mao, member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee and first secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union, 
attended and addressed the conference. In his report, Le Quang Vinh, secretary 

of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth Union Central Committee and president of the 
Vietnam Youth Federstion, reviewed the federation's activities in the recent past, 
especially in the past four years. These activities, he said, had greatly contri- 
buted to socialist construction and national defense. He called on the Vietnamese 
youth to bring into full play their role in production and national defense in 
execution of the resolutions of the Fifth Congress of the Communist Party of Vietnam. 
Addressing the participants, Vice-President Huynh Tan Phat warmly acclaimed the 
contributions of the young people including the youth federation, a member organi- 
zation of the Fatherland Front, to the country's revolutionary cause over the past 
years. A message of greetings from the World Federation of Democratic Youth was 
read at the conference. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1535 GMT 29 Mar 84) 
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AGRICULTURE 


DECLINE, DEVELOPMENT OF SUBSIDIARY FOOD CROPS IN QUANG NAM-DA NANC 

Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 23 Feb & p 2 

[Article by Dang Minh Phuong: “Subsidiary Food Production in Quang Nam-Da Nang” ] 
[Text] After a Bumper Crop, Disregard for Corn and Potatoes 


In the past, Quang Nam-Da Nang was famous for its numerous subsidiary food crops. 
Cassava was grown in the mountain region and sweet potatoes in the delta. “Our 
native land has its Phu Bong silk, its Tra Doa sweet potatoes and its Thu Bon 
River,” as the saying went. People of the Quang Nam land took pride in the Tra 
Doa potato variety because of its delicious taste and high yield. Many peasants 
in Tra Doa grew sweet potatoes and obtained 30 tons of tubers per hectare. Under 
the French colonialists’ temporary occupation [of our country], a great many 

poor people lived mainly on sweet potatoes [and used to say]: “In the evening, 
we eat sweet potatoes before going to bed; in the morning, we breakfast on sweet 
potatoes before going to work and, at noontime, we have sweet potatoes instead 
of a regular rice meal." 


After the liberation day, Quang Nam-Da Nang began to consider the production of 
subsidiary food highly important. From 36,625 hectares in 19/76, the area planted 
with subsidiary food crops was raised to 54,300 hectares in 1979 and the yield 

of these crops raised from 44,923 to 140,290 tons representing 30.4 percent of 
the gross grain output. The “apex of sweet potato cultivation” was reached in 
1980 when the subsidiary food crop area rose to 65,792 hectares but because of 
unfavorable conditions, their output came down to 136,590 tons; nevertheless, 

the ratio of subsidiary foodstuffs was still 32 percent of tle total volume of 
grain. 


In 1981, the subsidiary food crop area went down to 61,629 hectares but owing 

to bumper harvests, their output rose to 164,940 tons representing 33.1 percent 
of the grain output. Over the last 2 years, there was a decrease in the area, 
output and productivity of subsidary food crops. In 1982, only 58,600 hectares 
were cultivated and yielded only 150,150 tons; in 1983, only 53,423 hectares were 
cultivated and yielded only 136,393 tons. The ratio of subsidiary food products 
represented only 24 percent of che total grain output. Very few localities were 
able to maintain a sweet potato output of more than 15 tons per hectares. 


[here are many reasons for the decrease in subsidiary food production: For exam- 
ple, the vigorous expansion of water conservancy works--especially the large 
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food crops; such a zone must be similar to the cassava specialized cultivation 
zones in Que Son, Thang Binh, Tam Ky, Hoa Vang, etc. which have each an area of 
1,500 to 3,000 hectares. The specialized cultivation zones must carry out in- 
tensive cultivation and obtain a high output. The possibilities of increasing 
the subsidiary food crops’ output in the province are still very great. An out- 
put of over 25 tons per hectare has been obtained from some sweet potato strains 
called "Buwowms" [Butterfly] and "Ngoongx Hoor" [Goose-Tiger] and some cassava 
varieties such as the "H34" and so on have yielded 20 tons per hectare. The 
mere arrangement of suitable varieties has demonstrated the possibility of a not- 
able increase in productivity. The provincial Agricultural Service has proceeded 
to formulate production regulations for each and every subsidiary food crop--such 
as cassava, sweet potato and corn--covering a planned allocation of varieties, 
seasonal schedule, method of using fertilizers and so on in order to provide 
specific guidance for each subsidiary food producing zone. Cooperatives wil] 
have to implement these regulations correctly and to observe a strict discipline 
just as they have done with regard to rice crops. Cooperatives will also set 

up units specialized in cultivating subsidiary food crops and these units will 

be treated just like rice production teams. The province is determined to abolish 
the practice of lending land to peasants and cooperative members for the cultiva- 
tion of subsidiary food crops and also to retrieve this land and place it under 
the cooperatives’ management. If this practice of lending land is continued, 

it will forever be impossible to obtain subsidiary food products for use as com- 
modities. 


To ensure that the state investments--fertilizers, insecticides and so forth-- 
in the land cultivated with subsidiary food crops will prove effective and will 
neither be wasted nor lost, cooperatives will sign contracts to exchange subsi- 
diary food products with the state's goods and an end will be put to the prac- 
tice of giving out nitrate fertilizer and insecticides free of charge and on a 
per capita basis to anyone with citizen rights because such a practice is likely 
to give rise to negative manifestations. All exchange goods together with grain 
will be concentrated on and entrusted to the Grain Service which will be respon- 
sible for allotting them to areas growing subsidiary food crops. Quang Nam-Da 
Nang is beginning to assign tasks to vice chairmen at the provincial and district 
levels and to place both the agricultural and food affairs in their charge so as 
to create conditions to provide a uniform guidance for both the production and 
purchase of subsidiary food products. 


Processing is a highly important problem still bristling with difficulties. 
People in Quang Nam-Da Nang once went out to learn the [cooking] experiences of 
the Hue people and have thus been able to prepare very appetizing dishes made 

of cassava and potato flour; however, that was merely an act designed to show 
the cooking skill of women; because of their very high production cost, such 
dishes could not be introduced into the people's ordinary meals, nor could they 
be used to solve the problem of large-scale consumption of subsidiary foodstuffs 
and thus to turn the latter into industrial and marketable products. 


The province will continue to study the processing and preservation problem and 
other specific tasks with the aim of further raising the value of subsidiary food 
crops, vigorously boosting their production and, in the immediate future, stren- 
uously producing a large amount of subsidiary food during the current winter-spring 
season. 
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AGRICULTURE 


AN GIANG AGRICULTURAL PROGRESS 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 23 Feb 84 p 2 


[Article by Ngo Minh Duc, of An Giang: "New Step Taken by An Giang to Develop 
Agriculture" ] 


[Text] As an agricultural province in the Mekong River delta, An Giang has a 
farmland area of more than 280,000 hectares. In the past, more than 55,000 
agricultural laborers carried out farming on an individual basis so that produc- 
tion was weak and had to rely entirely on the perennial source of fresh water 
provided by two rivers--Tien and Hau which brought in alluviums. Apart from 
this "natural favor," weather conditions here were extremely hard: Tides were 
irregular, yearly floods rose to between 3 and 5 meters at abnormal times and 
speeds and had, in some years, immersed even 3-meter high floating rice plants. 
No sooner had floods vanished than spells of drought set in. In some years, 

it was necessary to carry out twice and even thrice the direct sowing without 
transplanting of the 10th-month rice seeds; nevertheless, the damage done still 
came to between 40,000 and 50,000 tons of paddy. 


In addition to difficulties caused by weather conditions, the An Giang people 
had to endure war for almost 4 years along the southwestern frontier with 24 
border villages. | 


Despite these difficulties, An Giang has surmounted all challenges, proceeded 
from shortage to sufficiency of food and been able to fulfill its obligations 
to the state. 


As of 1983, the entire province possessed 95,000 hectares of wiiter-spring rice 
and 75,000 hectares of summer-fall rice. Just in the 1982-83 winter-spring sea- 
son, nearly 6,000 more hectares were opened on a new land and these years were 

a time when the highest norm ever was attained in the task of expanding the cul- 
tivated area and increasing the yearly number of crops. The total area obtained 
for rice multicropping purposes (during the winter-spring and summer-fall sea- 
sons) was thus increased more than 10 times as compared with that in 1975. The 
gross grain output (including subsidiary food crops converted to paddy equiva- 
lent) which rose to more than 840,000 tons--nearly a twofold increase over the 
postliberation year--not only provided enough food for a population of more than 
1.6 million but also made it possible to fulfill the obligation to the central 
level by delivering more than 1 million tons of grain to it in the past 7 years. 
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In 1983 alone, An Giang mobilized over 270,000 tons of grain representing more 
than 32 percent of its gross output. Especially in the 2-year period of 1978-79, 
the province delivered more than 100,000 tons of obligation paddy to the state. 


What has enabled An Giang to score such achievements? 


All over the fields of An Giang, an integrated network of large- and small-sized 
water conservancy works has emerged to carry out irrigation and drainage simul- 
taneously with flood and waterlogging prevention while at the same time serving 
as communication lines between fields; this network is being perfected in each 
area on a district scale. 


The new agricultural development of An Giang has also been clearly illustrated 

by the construction of material and technical bases for agriculture, especially 
in high-yielding rice areas. Throughout the province, there are 37 electric pump 
stations to ensure the irrigation of nearly 20,000 hectares. Moreover, the pro- 
vince has built five rice seed propagation stations four of which belong to the 
district level. Over the past few years, efforts have been coordinated with those 
of the Can Tho College to select many varieties of short-term, leafhopper-resis- 
tant and high-yielding rice, thus making an important contribution to increasing 
the grain productivity and volume of production of the entire province. Such 
rice varieties as "NN 3A" and "7a," "IR 174 33" and "2177" and "IR 13415," and 
such soya varieties as "D 54," "MT D 40," "MT D 22" and so forth have brought 
about evident economic effects. 


One of the factors promoting the overall development of An Giang's agriculture 
has been the intensified transformation of the new production relationships. 
Over the past 8 years, 64,000 peasant families who formerly owned no land at all 
or not enough land for production have been allotted 48,000 hectares of land to 
perform production and to join the collective work system. Throughout the pro- 
vince, 21 percent of the total farmland area and 46 percent of the total number 
of collectivized peasant families have joined 1,238 production collectives and 

6 agricultural cooperatives. In addition, An Giang has arranged for more than 
1,300 production solidarity teams to prepare to advance to the production collec- 
tive status, for 55 joint collectives gradually to develop into agricultural 
cooperatives and also for the creation of 70 agricultural machine collectives. 
Owing to the implementation of the product contract system, a number of produc- 
tion collectives and cooperatives have doubled the land use coefficient or in- 
creased it 2.5 times a year and have harmoniously combined the three types of 
benefit within cooperatives and production collectives. 


Based on production realities, An Giang is shaping up three production zones and 
formulating four production formulas by following a trend conformable to local 
natural, land and labor conditions so as to create potentialities for an all- 
round, correctly oriented and steady development of agriculture. 


In the animal husbandry sector, in 1983, the hog herd increased more than 4.4- 

fold over 1976 and the buffalo and cattle herd has been restored especially in 

the two mountain districts of Tri Ton and Tinh Bien. The duck flock increased 

by more than 1 million heads in comparison with 1982. In particular, more than 
520 rafts designed to breed fish species such as "“boong" and "ba sa" are being 

expanded. 
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Based on a stabilized and developed agriculture while starting agricultural pro- 
duction in 1984, An Giang is taking specific measures to expand agriculture com- 
prehensively by giving priority to zones of high-yielding rice and special pro- 
ducts which lie within the intensive cultivation scope; the province will in- 
crease the productivity of both rice and subsidiary food crops with the aim of 
achieving in 1984 a gross grain output of 900,000 to 920,000 tons--an increase 
of nearly 100,000 tons over 1982. 
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AGRICULTURE 


NHAN DAN ON GRAIN TRANSPORT PROBLEM IN LAM DONG 
BK221028 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 0400 GMT 21 Mar 84 
{From the review of NHAN DAN for 21 March] 


[Text] Concerning economic topics, NHAN DAN carries at the top of page 2 an 
article by (Nghiem Si Thai) reporting on the negative phenomena related to 
grain transportation in Lam Dong Province and on the measures taken by the 
locality to deal with them. 


The article reveals: Lam Dong recently adopted positive measures which include 
calling meetings of various sectors concerned to review responsibilities and 
deciding to recover all the grain missing up to now. The results: 197 drivers 
of the Merchandise Transportation Enterprise and 9 others of the transportation 
cooperative in Dalat City had to pay the state mre than 3 million dong in 
compensation. Among these drivers, (Nguyen Van Tam) and (Pham Duc) had to pay 
38,000 dong each. Since then, the losses of grain during transportation in 

Lam Dong have gradually decreased. Tune loss ratio dropped from nearly 5 percent 
to 1.74 percent and then to 1.35 percent. 


These initial results have shown that if there is close coordination among the 
various sectors and if all three kinds of measures--economic, educational, and 
administrative--are simultaneously applied, with due importance attached to the 
economic measures, then the losses of not only grain but also other types of 
goods during transportation can be cut. 
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AGRICULTURE 


BRIEFS 


DONG THAP LAND REALLOCATION--Since 1977 Dong Thap Province has reallocated 

almost 26,300 hectares of land to 26,000 families of landless or land-deficient 
peasants while encouraging them to join production solidarity teams and produc- 
tion collectives. At present a total of 1,368 production collectives have been 
set up in the province, drawing the participation of 100,37 [as printed] families 
of peasants and collectivizing 65,585 hectares of arable lands. [Summary] 
{BK190029 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 GMT 15 Mar 84 BK] 


GRAIN OUTPUT INCREASE--Agricultural production in Vietnam has made good progress 
over the past 3 years, reports at thenational conference on agricultural production 
in the past 3 years said. The annual increase in grain output has been nearly 

a million tons thanks to timely measures to overcome the adverse weather during 
this period, especially in 1983 when Vietnam was hit by successive natural 
calamities. The increase in food output has brought an end to Vietnam's grain 
imports. At present, food share per capita is about 300 [word indistinct], 
despite the population grows by 3.7 million since 1980. [Text] [BK171053 

Hanoi International Service in English 1000 GMT 16 Mar 84] 


LONG AN PROVINCE AGRICULTURE--Hanoi, 20 Mar (VNA)--In 1983 Long An Province, south 
of Ho Chi Minh city, procured to the state 101,349 tons of paddy or one-fifth 

of its total output, twice as much as in 1982. Last year, Long An produced 
510,707 tons of paddy, 100,650 tons more than in 1982. The acreage under high- 
yield rice crops has trebled, that of double-cropped fields has extended by 
15,000 ha and that of special crops for export by 2,000 ha. Progress has been 
recorded in stockbreeding, irrigation work and transportation. The province 

has set up 1,060 production collectives and more than 1,800 “solidarity teams 
involving 117,000 people and 59,000 ha of field. This year, it plans to produce 
550,000 tons of paddy, some 40,000 tons more than 1983, and to expand the areas 
under jute, groundnut, sugarcane, pineapple, rush, chili, cashew and watermelon. 
Adequate attention has also been paid to the raising of buffaloes, oxen, pigs 

and poultry, as well as to the development of small industries and handicrafts, 
with regard to forestry, it strives to plant 14,000 ha of concentrated forests 
and 27 million trees scatteringly. The province has invested large sums in 
building the plain of reeds into a rich rice-growing area. [Text] [0W201616 Hanoi 
VNA in English 1543 GMT 20 Mar 84 OW] 
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SLOW GRAIN MOBILIZATION--As of 9 February, Ha Bac Province has fulfilled only 
67.9 percent of the total grain mobilization norm for the 10th-month crop and 
only the two districts of Thuan Thanh and Son Dong have fulfilled the norn. 

To correct this situation, the Provincial Party and People's Committees have 
ordered all localities and sectors to take firm hold of the amount of grain avail- 
able and to satisfactorily guide the task of mobilizing grain. Each district 

has started examining the implementation by each cooperative or various norms 
such as those set for agricultural tax, water conservancy fees and so forth and 
has, on this basis, drawn up a specific plan to mobilize grain from each target, 
to grant exemptions or reductions to areas with a poor harvest or to allow them 
to fulfill their obligation later on. Simultaneously with selling and exchanging 
agricultural materials and industrial goods with peasants, the province has en- 
couraged cooperatives and cooperative member families having fulfilled their ob- 
ligations to continue to lend paddy and dried cassava to the state as in the 

case of three cooperatives in Luc Nam District which have lent the state 100 tons 
of dried cassava. [Excerpt] [Ha’.oi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 23 Feb 84 p 1] 9332 
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HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


VISITORS TOUR REHABILITATION CENTER FOR ADDICTS, PROSTITUTES 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 10 Feb 84 p 3 


[Article: “An Old Road, a New Route,Thailand-Vietnam: Drug Addict 
Rehabilitation School and the Vietnamese Women's Union") 


[Excerpts] They took me to stay at the Cuu Long Hotel, which used to 
be known as the Majestic Hotel. Ho Chi Minh formed the Communist Party 
and so when northern and southern Vietnam were united in 1975, the name 
of the city, Saigon, was changed and given the name Ho Chi Minh City. 


At exactly 1400 hours, the interpreter took me to see a rehabilitation 
school for opium and heroin addicts. They took over a Christian church 
for these activities after liberation. 





The director of the school told me that they provide treatment using 
acupuncture and herbal medicines. People are made to sweat and then 
cold water is poured over them to make them vomit. This made me think 
of Wat Tham Krabok in Thailand. Besides this, they are also made to 
do yoga exercises. They had some of the patients give a demonstration. 


Concerning the addicts who arereceiving treatment at this school (which 
can be called a drug addict rehabilitation center), about 70 percent 
were caught and sent here by the police; the other 30 percent were sent 
by relatives (before being arrested by the police). The treatment takes 
about 3 months. During the course of the treatment, they study carpentry, 
learn how to make tables, chairs and guitars and make tools from various 
materials. They study music and drama and tend gardens. From what I 

saw, about 90 percent of those receiving treatment are men. 


They have taken a very stern attitude about this. Because during the 
war, Saigon was the drug center of the country. Because of the [large 
numbers of] foreign troops present, smuggling was widespread, and this 
had a very bad effect on the economy. At rresent, this has declined 
by more than 95 percent. 
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That evening, I met with members of the southern branch of the Vietnamese 
Women's Union. They have a large center in the north, that is, in Hanoi. 
The president is Nguyen Thi Dinh. She is a southerner but works in Henoi. 
Here, the vice president supervises things. 


The office of the Women’s Union in Saigon is located in an old but very 
attractive building. The lights were on, and it looked quite grand. 
Our hosts were all older women who had fought side by side with the 
male leaders. 


In theory, they hvae systematically organized the women by occupation. 

When I asked how the Women's Union handles prostitutes when it finds 

women who are still earning their living this way, they replied that 

they train them so that they can change occupations. They are not punished 

as in Thailand since they believe that this stems from the old system, 

which did not favor providing equal educational and occupational opportunities 
to people, and from the values of the old society, which allowed men 

to use prostitutes. Thus, there was prostitution. 


As for men who use prostitutes, if they are caught, they are given training 
by their organization, which could be a labor union or a youth union. 

They could be sent to a correctional school (although they refer to 

such a place as a vocational training center, which might be simply 
another type of jail). 





My overall impression was that Vietnamese women are playing a greater 
role in building the new society, and they have earned greater acceptance 
and are oppressed less than in the past (there are no bars where they 
have to go to earn money by selling their bodies; nothing is said about 
poverty since it is the duty of the state to provide jobs and benefits). 
But based on the conversations that I had, I still have the feeling 

that concerning their family and household responsibilities, Vietnamese 
women can be divided into two groups: 


The first group is composed of older women who feel that the proper 
role of a woman is to be a good wife and mother (preserve the old roles 
but play a greater role in society). 


The second group is composed of younger women who want to play a role 
in society equalto that of men. They feel that men should help do the 
housework, too. Concerning this matter, they are not satisfied with 
the present situation. 

Captions: 


1.The church that is usec as a drug addict rehabilitation school. 
2. Demonstration of yoga training. 
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